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During the month of March we bas-
ketball fans enjoy March Madness, 
when the supposedly 68 best college 
teams compete to see who actually is 
the top team in the country. 

In the church we follow a different 
calendar than the secular world, but 
this year it just so happens that our 
five midweek services for Lent all fall 
in the month of March: 
Wednesdays 1, 8, 15, 22, 
and 29! So, in addition to 
letting March be a month 
of hype and hysteria over 
basketball competition, 
let’s make it a time for 
our hearts and minds to 
engage the Word of God, to reflect 
on its meaning, to meditate on how 
it applies to our lives, and in prayer 
to wrestle with God as to how we 
should put it into practice. Let’s 
make this month March Mindful-
ness! 

To assist you in practicing March 
Mindfulness, I hope you will use the 
daily Lenten devotion booklet, Man 

of Sorrows, People of Joy, which we 
provided at the beginning of Lent. 
Drawn from the Gospel according to 
Matthew, its message will help you 
see Jesus, that you might not only be 
helped to follow Him but also be-
come more fully the “People of Joy” 
He has called us to be.  

Secondly, I encourage you to join us 
for our Wednesday evening 
Lenten services at 7 P.M. 
Their theme: “Wounds.” 
Each service will address a 
different wound each of us 
has likely experienced and 
will help us realize that “by 
Jesus’ wounds you have 

been healed.” (I Peter 2:24) They will 
help us engage our minds and spirits, 
part of our March Mindfulness! 

Preceding each of the Wednesday 
services, we will have a light meal 
(soup and sandwiches), beginning at 
5:45 P.M. that we might enjoy some 
food and fellowship, as we seek to 
encourage one another to grow in 
our discipleship. Should you be hesi-
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Transitions happen to all of 

us: job changes or loss of a 

career, failing health, relation-

ship changes, children leaving 

home, death of a loved one. 

When we face such changes 

our priority can be just trying 

to get through to the next 

stage in our life, rather than 

being open to any growth 

within the process itself. In 

times of major change there 

can be resistance in your 

heart rather than surrender 

and acceptance. By trying to 

hold onto a sense of control, 

you can miss God’s peace and 

gentle nudges toward growth. 

We resist change out of fear. 

We fear the loss of the known. 

It is scary to navigate without 

a map into uncharted territo-

ry. If you try to change based 

on your own human strength 

or willpower you will fail, end-

ing up disappointed and frus-

trated. Our relationship with 

God must come first. That’s 

the key to effecting change in 

your life. 
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tant to drive at night, we are happy to make arrange-
ments to have someone provide transportation for 
you. Please email the church office 
(stpetelc109@gmail.com), or call us at 706-864-
6001), and should no one be there to take your call, 
please leave a voice message. Someone will get back 
to you. 

Please consider coming to our Sunday morning 
Adult Bible study at 9:15 A.M. Pastor Kruger will 
lead us in a study of the Scriptural texts will underlie 
the midweek Lenten themes. Our study and discus-
sion will help foster our March Mindfulness. 

Our Sunday worship services begin at 10:30 A.M. 
and their messages too will help us practice March 
Mindfulness. They will draw on the richness of the 
Epistle lessons (all from Paul’s letter to the Romans, 
except for one from his letter to the Ephesians) with 
background provided from the Gospels,  

At St. Peter, it will not be madness in March, but a 
mindfulness that will lead us to see that Jesus is in-
deed the Healer of all our wounds, the Lord of all, 
the One for us to trust and follow. 

Pastor’s article, cont’d from pg. 1 

Lent 2023 
St. Peter, Dahlonega 

 
Theme – “Wounds” 
In 1 Peter 2:24 we are told that “by his 

(Jesus’) wounds you have been healed”. 
The ultimate message of the Lenten sea-
son is that Jesus suffered enumerable 
wounds in His passage to the cross and 
grave. He was judged “guilty”, betrayed, 
abandoned, and scorned. While we con-
tinue to suffer similar wounds, it is Jesus’ 
sacrifice and pain that truly heals us. 

 
Wednesday 3/1 – Matthew 26:1-16 – “The 

Wound of Sin” – 
Ps. 51:1-12 – OT Lesson: Isaiah 51:4-6 

Wednesday 3/8 – Matthew 26:31-56 – “The 
Wound of Guilt” – Ps. 32 – OT Lesson: Isai-
ah 52:13-15 

Wednesday 3/15 – Matthew 26:57-75 – 
“The Wound of Betrayal” – Ps. 102:1-17 – 
OT Lesson: Isaiah 53:1-6 

Wednesday 3/22 – Matthew 27:1-26 – “The 
Wound of Abandonment” – Ps. 130 – OT 
Lesson: Isaiah 53:7-9 

Wednesday 3/29 – 27:27-44 – “The Wound 
of Scorn” – Ps. 143 – OT Lesson: Isaiah 
53:10-12 

Maundy Thursday 4/6 – Appointed Read-
ings; Maundy Thursday Liturgy 

Good Friday 4/7 – Appointed Readings; 
Good Friday Liturgy 

Festival of the Resurrection, Easter 4/9 – 
Appointed Readings  

All services will be at 7:00 P.M. A light soup 

and sandwich dinner will be served prior 

to the five Lenten services at 5:45 P.M. On 

Easter Sunday, 4/9, a potluck breakfast 

will be served in lieu of Sunday School for 

all at 9:00 A.M. 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO MARK IN  

YOUR CALENDAR 

 

Holy Week and Easter Services: 

• Palm Sunday, April 2—10:30 A.M. 

• Maunday Thursday, April 3—7:00 P.M. 

• Good Friday, April 7—7:00 P.M. 

• Easter Sunday Brunch, April 9—9:00 A.M. 

 

Side by Side in Service Day—Saturday, April 22 

 

NE GA Circuit Meeting with District President  

Rockey and Staff at Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church, Gainesville, GA. May 2,—5:00-8:00 P.M. 

 

Pentecost, May 28 



3 

So what are you most afraid of? What do you need 

from God? Take time each day to notice how you are 

feeling. We may not be able to change the events 

themselves, but we can change our response to 

them. In times of uncertainty and fear it can be easy 

to fall into the trap of anxiety, depression, resent-

ment, anger or frustration. Take time to explore un-

derneath these feelings because they may be mask-

ing a much deeper emotion. 

Imagine what would happen if, instead of resisting 

the unknown and uncertainties of change, you ac-

cept it as a gift and pay attention to what God is do-

ing. It is still uncertain as to when we will be receiv-

ing a new Pastor, but when we do, we must be open 

to the new opportunities that God will be bringing to 

our congregation. Change can add beautiful meaning 

and grace if we allow it to shine into our hearts as 

we welcome new beginnings. 

“People are like stain-glass windows. They sparkle 

and shine when the sun is out, but when darkness 

sets in, their true beauty is revealed only if there is a 

light from within.” Elizabeth Kubler-Ross. 

Let Jesus be that Light! 

Please contact me with any comments or questions, 

or if you have a personal matter you would like to 

discuss. I would love to hear from you. 

Judy Lewis article, cont’d 

Those Celebrating 

Birthdays in March 
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Volunteers Needed! 

Lately, we have been struggling to fill volunteer po-

sitions on Sunday morning. We are especially in 

need of people to be readers and greeters. If you 

would like to sign up for recording, running Zoom or 

preparing the altar, training is available. Please con-

sider doing one of these important jobs. Many 

hands make for light work. 

Judy A. Lewis, Licensed Professional  
Counselor  (810) 599-5188 
jlewis3454@gmail.com 

 

Lenten Service Meals 

There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board to volunteer 

to make soups, sandwiches, and desserts for the meal that 

takes place at 5:45 P.M. prior to the service at 7:00 P.M. 

Services are on Wednesdays, April 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29. 

We need 2 crockpots of soup, 3 platters of sandwiches, and 

3 desserts. Please consider being a volunteer. 

Last Chance to Designate  

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

If you are a member of Thrivent, please check to see if you 

have any Thrivent Choice Dollars to designate and consider 

giving them the St. Peter. It costs you nothing, but is a con-

siderable help to our financial spending plan. The deadline 

for doing this is March 31. Thank you! 


