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In his second letter to the Corinthi-

ans, Paul has this striking sentence, 

"All the promises of God find their 

Yes in Jesus Christ, the Son of God." 

He is Immanuel, "God with us," as 

promised in Isaiah 7:14. He is the  

"ruler who will shepherd God's peo-

ple," Micah 5:2. He fulfills the prom-

ise of Isaiah 9:6,7, being the 

"Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty 

God, . . . the Prince of Peace, . . . and 

of the increase of his government 

and of peace there will be no end."  

When the angel Gabriel told Mary 

that she would conceive and bear a 

son and should call his name Jesus, 

that was in fulfillment of Old Testa-

ment promises: "He will be great 

and will be called Son of the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his father David, 

and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever and of his kingdom 

there will be no end." (Luke 1:31-33, 

echoing 2 Samuel 7:12-13, 16) 

Christmas Eve our worship will give 

us the opportunity to celebrate this 

tremendous reality. In a culture in 

which it seems distortion of  the 

truth has become commonplace, we 

have in the gift of the Savior, the 

very revelation of "grace and truth." 

He loves us! He's reliable! He's the 

One to trust. Let's celebrate His birth 

December 24 at 4 P.M.! Through 

Scripture and message, song and 

Sacrament, and a beautiful candle-

lighting ceremony, we who live in an 

ever-changing world can thank God 

for His steadfast love. See special 

Christmas Eve Worship note regard-

ing attendance. 

Our celebration of Christ's birth 

need not stop that night, for we 

have two Sundays after Christmas 

(December 27 and January 3) to con-

tinue praising God for our newborn 

King. Also  our Sunday morning Bible 

studies (Dec. 20, 27, and Jan. 3) will 

have us looking at promises of the 
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A Message From Pastor MIchael 

This Christmas, Let's Celebrate  

God's Faithfulness! 

The Voice 

Where the Word of Life gathers, nurtures, and sends us forth to serve. 

This December 31st, when we 

leave 2020 and shout “HAPPY 

NEW YEAR” as we enter into 

2021, it will be said with a fer-

vor like no other year before. 

The year of 2020, the year of 

Covid-19, will be one that 

most of us will want to leave 

behind us. Sickness, anxiety, 

loneliness, depression and loss 

filled this past year with a 

foreboding that will be hard to 

forget. 

Leaving the past behind us 

and moving forward to what 

lies ahead can be hard to do, 

especially if we’ve had a diffi-

cult year and are struggling to 

feel positive about what lies 

ahead. Looking to the future 

means looking to the un-

known. 

Sometimes we lose hope that 

things can or ever will be 

different. That our addiction 

can ever be conquered. That 

we will ever be able to control 

our anger. That fear will domi-

nate our lives. That we’ll ever 

be able to forgive and trust 

again. That we can put aside 

our anxiety and feel secure. 

That we can be happy. 
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coming Messiah which Jesus' birth 

and ministry fulfill--Isaiah 7:14;  

9:2-7; 11:1-9 and 42:1-9. They will 

lead us to sense how Jesus is the 

seal of God's reliability. 

New Year's Eve, December 31 at 5 

P.M. in advance of First Night 

Dahlonega activities, let's gather 

again. The changing of the years 

reminds us of our transiency, our 

mortality. We're all getting older, 

perhaps less mobile, likely more 

forgetful and the like. Through 

Word and song we can celebrate 

God's faithfulness, as God has said 

through the prophet Malachi, "I 

the LORD do not change. . . . Re-

turn to me and I will return to 

you." (3:6,7) 

Our special midweek Christmas 

services wrap up Wednesday, Jan-

uary 6 at 4 P.M. when we cele-

brate the wise men coming from 

the East to worship the newborn 

King, as Matthew 2:1-12 records 

the event, signaling  that Jesus is 

meant to be the Lord and Savior of 

all. 

May our special Christmas services 

lead us to greet 2021 with hope--

and the commitment to "grow in 

the grace and knowledge of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." (2 

Peter 3:18) I encour-age you to 

plug into one or the other of the 

new Bible studies we are offering. 

Such study will anchor you in our 

faithful God for whatever might 

come our way in the new year! 

Pastor’s message, cont’d from pg. 1 

As our congregation seeks to serve, witness, and 
grow, this course will help us understand and grasp 
our very nature, that we may take our place in God's 
mission. Class sessions will be held on Sundays from 
9:15 - 10:15 a.m. during the Epiphany season. We 
hope many of you will participate and help us discov-
er God's plan for us at St. Peter Lutheran Church. 

• January 10 - The church's missionary nature: we exist 
because God has reached us; now He wants to use us 
to reach others. 

• January 17 - Our worship life's missionary dimension: 
Each week we receive God's Word and the grace it 
communicates, so that we can give, instructed by that 
Word and strengthened by  His grace to live, serve, 
and witness for Him. 

• January 24 - The missionary church is a nurturing com-
munity; we engage in lifelong learning, so that we can 
take our place in His plan throughout our life. 

• January 31 - The missionary church is a caring and 
keeping community; by caring for one another we 
strengthen each other  for our life in the world. 

• February 7 - The missionary church seeks to be a shar-
ing community; we encourage and empower one an-
other to work together, using our talents and gifts in 
love for others. 

• February 14 - The missionary church strives to be a 
listening and witnessing community; by hearing the 
needs and circumstances of others, we can better re-
spond with the wisdom of  God's Word and loving ac-
tions that connect and help. 

Opportunities for Growth in Early 2021 

The Church's Missionary Nature: 

Life with God:  

This course presents a basic overview of Christian teaching, but its goal  is not just to impart knowledge, but 
actually lead one to discover how life truly becomes different when it is Life with God.  It begins with creation 
and climaxes with the consummation at the end of all things. At its center is Jesus Christ who has done all 
that's necessary for us to live the new life. We normally take ten sessions to complete this course, but it is 
amazing  how quickly the time passes. We are planning to offer it on Tuesday evenings beginning January 12 
and continuing through March 16 from 7 to 8:15 P.M. It can serve as a good introduction to the Christian faith 
or a good review. Welcome are both the seeker and the veteran member. Should you have an interest but 
those times do not work for you, please let  Pastor Michael know and we'll seek to develop a schedule that 
will meet your needs. Please call or text him on his cell, 407-353-8420, or send him an email at 
pastor.stpeterlutheran@gmail.com. 



We begin to believe that the way things are is the way 

things will always be. But that’s before we let the Light of 

Jesus into our lives. No matter how tangled our lives be-

come, no matter how broken, or how lost we feel, Christ 

invites us to trust Him. He wants us to bring our pain, our 

failures, our guilt and our disappointments to Him and 

leave them there. Don’t drag them into a new year. 

In order to do this, before making our plans for the New 

Year, we ought to take some time to tie up any loose 

ends we have. Reflect on this year and prepare your 

heart and mind for the new year that is coming. Ask that 

God would heal the parts of you that need it and sustain 

the parts of you that don’t. Place your hope in the One 

who knows everything about us but loves us anyway. Re-

place fear with faith by making a commitment, not a res-

olution, to put Jesus first in your life. 

Nurturing hope will help you alleviate self-doubt, anxiety, 

fear and stress. It does this because it reduces the uncer-

tainty that you would typically feel while experiencing 

these emotions. As a result, you now have a level of com-

fort and a greater sense of contentment and happiness 

despite the adversity and turmoil you face. All of this en-

courages you to think in a more positive way. 

Through Christ, being hopeful will evolve from just being 

a “feeling” to more of a lifestyle that’s reflected in every-

thing you do. This requires faith and trust in God that you 

can get through any challenge that life throws your way. 

No matter what 2021 holds for you, Christ is able to walk 

beside you to help you move forward in your life. 

So let’s go forward in this New Year as a grand adventure 

with Christ. May all of you experience a happy, healthy 

new year with confidence, graced and healed hearts. 

Judy A. Lewis, LPC              

(810)599-5188        

jlewis3454@gmail.com 
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Christmas Eve Worship: We are plan-

ning for service at 4:00 P.M. In order for us 
to prepare seating (observing social dis-
tancing) and elements for Holy Commun-
ion, we ask you to announce your intention 
to attend by informing Van Bareither, our 
head elder, at joanplusvan@yahoo.com. 
Should we discover that we are unable to 
seat everyone  responsibly, we plan to 
have  a second service at 7:00 P.M. Decem-
ber 24. Your early response to this request 
will be greatly appreciated, that we may 
make appropriate preparations.  

Beginning on Jan. 13th, 2021 and running for 

five weeks, we will be doing an interactive 

study on Grief and Loss. This will be on 

Wednesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:15 pm. 

Just as there are many types of losses, there 

are also many ways to grieve and we will be 

exploring some of these issues. It will be led 

by Pastor Kruger and Judy Lewis. Judy is a 

Licensed Professional Counselor and has ex-

perience working in Hospice and facilitating 

several types of grief groups. 



Do you have an account 

with Thrivent Financial? If 

so, why not consider di-

recting your Choice Dollars 

to St. Peter Lutheran 

Church. It’s an easy way to 

help our church 

with the dollars 

received.  Just 

log into Thrivent Financial 

and type Choice Dollars in 

the search pane at the top 

of the page. Then choose 

the Direct Choice Dollas 

tab and follow the direc-

tions from there. 

Another way to help the 

church, is applying for 

Thrivent Action Grants. 

You could be eligible for up 

to two $250 grants per 

year, depending on the 

type of invest-

ments you have 

with them. Check 

with Kelley Wiedenmann, 

Chair of Outreach or Judy 

Lewis, Chair of Member 

Care to see if they have 

any projects that need fi-

nancial assistance. 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

Caleb Nalley Jan. 10 

Alyssa Foster Jan. 11 

Fred Wiedenmann Jan. 11 

Randy Smith Jan. 14 

Kelley Wiedenmann  Jan. 30 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped in the creation of our Downtown Dahlonega Christmas Parade float. Even 
though the weather was a bit rainy, there was a large crowd on the square! Special shout out to Fred and  
Kelley Wiedenmann for suggesting we enter and coming up with a winning theme and design. “Follow Us To 
Bethlehem”. 


