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In Paul's letter to the Ephesians, he 

holds out a real privilege and a real 

challenge for us. United with Jesus 

Christ, we are raised from the dead 

and are children of light (2:5-6;5:8). 

That's our new identity, our privi-

leged position! With it comes the 

challenge: "Live as children of light! . . 

. Look carefully how you live, not as 

unwise, but as wise, making the best 

use of the time, because the days are 

evil!" (5:8, 15,16) 

Our November worship services can 

help us appreciate both the privilege 

and the challenge our identity brings. 

November 6 we will observe All 

Saints Sunday. Our worship will help 

us give thanks for our identity as 

God's children. This reality will instill 

hope in our hearts for living, even as 

it comforts us in assuring that our 

loved ones who have died in the faith 

are at home with the Lord.  

The following Sunday's lessons re-

mind us that the day of the Lord is 

coming--at an unknown hour, but His 

coming is the time when "your re-

demption is drawing near" (Luke 

20:28)--so don't panic;  rather, "do 

not grow weary in doing good" (2 

Thessalonians 3:13). Again, we have 

the blessing and the responsibility! 

The last Sunday of the Church Year, 

November 20, we are going to focus 

on the privilege and challenge we, 

members of Christ's body, have for 

supporting His ministry financially. 

Our Scriptures will help us see that 

though it may be challenging for us, 

the Lord provides the resources to  

With the prospect of  helping our 

congregation strengthen its outreach 

by calling a full-time resident pastor 

and erecting  its own ministry center, 
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Recently, in our Widow’s Sup-

port Group, we’ve been talk-

ing about grief and the loss of 

identity. Who am I when I’m 

no longer a wife? When my 

husband is gone?  What is my 

purpose? Where do I go from 

here? 

Identity is a funny thing. From 

the moment we are born, we 

are constantly told who we 

are or who we should be. The 

way we think of ourselves, 

how we define ourselves, the 

stories we tell ourselves about 

who we are, all of that comes 

together to create our identi-

ty.  

Your identity speaks to the 

traits that you believe truly 

define you as a person. Some-

times we allow ourselves to 

be defined by other broken 

and damaged people. But if 

you really think about it, there 

is no other way to really de-

scribe ourselves except as im-

perfect, but beloved, children 

of God. 
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we can anticipate our participation will result in what 

Paul says will happen in his letter to the Ephesians: 

"we will be singing and making melody to the Lord 

with all our heart, giving thanks always and for eve-

rything to God the Father in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ." (5:19-20) [You will receive more infor-

mation on this endeavor as we draw closer to it.] 

Thanksgiving Eve, November 23 at 7:00 P.M. we will 

have the joyous privilege of giving thanks to God 

through Word, song, and prayer for His countless 

blessings to us. 

November 27, the last Sunday of the month, we will 

begin a new church year, and it will be our privilege 

to dedicate our pledges for our 2023 financial sup-

port to the glory of God and seek His blessing that 

we might rise to the challenges before us. 

With the faithfulness of God manifested to us in Je-

sus Christ and made known to us in Holy Scripture, I 

am confident that we can respond to the challenges 

before us. Nothing is too big for the blessing of God's 

grace! He will enable us!  

Pastor’s article, cont’d from pg. 1 

Those Celebrating Birthdays in November 

Randel Thornhill 11/1 Anne Sears 11/4 
Violetta Smith 11/6 Carolyn Stephens 11/9 
Colten Foster 11/10 Jacqueline Mixon 11/11 
Skyla Krouth 11/13 Lacey Nalley 11/23 

Christine Berg-Petrakos  11/25 

We will be 

putting up 

the Christ-

mas Tree 

and deco-

rating the 

church after 

service on Sunday, November 27 to get ready for 

Advent Season and of 

course, Christmas! We 

are excited to be using 

the new Chrismons 

that a group of crafters 

have been lovingly cre-

ating. As a part of the Advent service each Wednes-

day, the meaning of these symbols will be ex-

plained. Plan to stay and take part in the fun of 

decorating. Hope to see you there! 

 

Angel 

Tree 

 

On Sunday, November 6,  you will notice a tree in 
the main entrance foyer. This is an Angel Tree for 
children who are looking at a bleak Christmas. CHP 
is asking for assistance in making their Christmas a 
little brighter. Please take an Angel from the tree 
and purchase one or all of the suggested items on 
the Angel. Return the item(s), unwrapped, with 
the Angel attached and place under the tree. 
There are also Food Angels on the tree. This is to 
help families with a Christmas meal. All items 
needed to help with that are listed on the Angel. 
Return the purchased food and place under the 
tree. Your generosity will ensure a blessed Christ-
mas for these families in need. Thank you! 
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As humans, we often struggle with the question 

“Who am I?” at different times and different stages 

of our life. This can be most profoundly found when 

grieving a loss or facing change. But this doesn’t only 

happen when you lose a spouse, family member or 

friend. When you change jobs, rather or not it’s by 

choice, or retire, there is a loss of identity that can 

have a huge impact on our sense of self. So much of 

our time is defined by our jobs. 

I’m sure you can think of other life changes that can 

affect your sense of identity. Divorce, moving or re-

locating, your finances or your health can have a 

great impact on how you look at yourself. Even your 

outlook or perspective on the world can be deeply 

connected to your identity and can be shaken by 

trauma or loss. This can often leave people feeling 

more negative, jaded, pessimistic or unable to en-

gage with other people or activities. 

All these things shape so much of how we exist in 

the world and research has shown that the lack of 

identity, or self-clarity, is correlated with higher 

rates of depression and post-traumatic stress. But 

Jesus tells us not to base our identity in any of these 

things. We are left feeling hurt and confused when 

we let our expectations become the basis of our 

identity because our foundation will crumble away 

from beneath us. 

It is only when we begin to know God as our loving 

Lord and allow Him to define who we are that every-

thing changes. We were made to worship our Father 

and rest in full confidence knowing that our identity 

is in Jesus Christ. It does not rest in the world or 

even in ourselves. We were not created to have our 

identity placed in anything but God. Our identity is in 

Him and nothing else. 

When we find our identity in Christ, we are essential-

ly rejecting our identity in the world. Remember 

whose you are in Christ. He defines our identity in 

more than 100 ways in the Bible. God has gifted us 

to fulfill His purpose. We are irreplaceably signifi-

cant. He has placed us in His family where we can 

experience His love and compassion. This gives us 

our true identity. 

Judy A. Lewis, Licensed Professional  

Counselor  (810) 599-5188     

jlewis3454@gmail.com 
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November Needs  

for the  

CHP Food Pantry.  

 

The bags are out with the November needs list 

attached: Jelly, Grits, Green Beans, and Vegeta-

bles. Also, the Personal Care Pantry is need of Toi-

let Paper, Laundry detergent and Dish soap. Re-

turn your filled bag to the church and we will get it 

to CHP. Thank you for your generosity.  

A Sincere Thank You from your pastors for the gen-
erous gifts given to us on Pastor Appreciation Sun-
day. It indeed is a joy serving with you! May the 
Lord continue to bless our ministry together.  


