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We have just celebrated Easter, Je-

sus' resurrection--and that means 

power for you and me! "His death 

has been death's undoing." He has 

vanquished our enemy, the devil. We 

have victory over death and the 

grave, to echo phrases from the East-

er hymn, "With High Delight Let Us 

Unite" (LSB, #483, v. 2). Jesus' resur-

rection means we can really start liv-

ing. That's power! 

When we look at the life of the Apos-

tle Paul, we realize that we need such 

resurrection power. Before his con-

version, he persecuted the church 

causing it to suffer drastically. It 

needed Easter power to handle that 

hostility. Many Christians still experi-

ence such hatred, even if we have 

been spared. It might come our way, 

though, as we follow our Lord in our 

discipleship. 

Actually, at the time of Saul's conver-

sion, the Lord Jesus signaled that 

suffering would come to him. When 

Jesus sent Ananias to Saul, He said, 

"Go, for he is a chosen instrument of 

mine to carry my name before the 

Gentiles and kings and the children of 

Israel. For I will show him how much 

he must suffer for the sake of my 

name." (Acts 9:15-16) 

At the end of Paul and Barnabas' first 

missionary journey, they revisited the 

churches that had been established 

to encourage them. They knew they 

needed Easter power to live faithfully 

and witness effectively. The challeng-

es were real. Opposition was not im-

agined. Paul had been stoned and left 

for dead at Lystra, but he rose up and 

at each of the towns they had visited, 

they gathered the Christians, 

"strengthening the souls of the disci-
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Easter Power 

It’s easy to think about Easter 

Joy in April when we celebrate 

the resurrection of our Lord. 

But what about in October as 

the days turn cooler, or Au-

gust when the kids go back to 

school, or July when you’re at 

the beach? How do we keep 

that joy in our heart when it’s 

so easy to get caught up in 

worries about the future and 

our daily well-being? 

As Christians, we are provided 

with joy that is independent 

of our circumstances. When 

things are going badly, we 

need to remember the good 

things God did for us in the 

past. This practice will fill us 

with joy, and at the same 

time, help us realize that He 

will do it again. Remember 

that time when you were con-

vinced you couldn’t take an-

other day, but God did some-

thing or sent someone to 

help? You can be joyfully con-

fident He’ll provide just what 

you need the next time too. 

Easter Joy . . . in July? 
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ples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and 

saying that through many tribulations we must enter 

the kingdom of God." (Acts 14:22) 

These are good words for us here at St. Peter, for we 

too need their Easter power. 

I think of the number of us who have had health is-

sues—for which we have gotten some help through 

surgery or therapy, but some of the conditions re-

main. Our Lord's resurrection assures us that He is 

faithful; His love is steadfast; He can be trusted. His 

successful conquest of death tells us that we can face 

the future calmly, confidently, unafraid. We have 

Easter power. 

And I think of how the pandemic has impacted our 

life together, slowed us down in our out-reach, re-

stricted the openness of our fellowship. The good 

news is that the pandemic has not canceled or even 

diminished the love of God. Jesus' resurrection is 

proof of that! We look ahead with hope! 

The Pastor Call Committee has moved forward with 

its work, thanks the congregation for its input and 

prayer, and now is submitting its work to President 

Walton. How soon we will receive a call list back from 

him we do not know, but with Christ's resurrection 

the sign of God's faithfulness, we can wait patiently, 

with hope, knowing that the church is His. 

Further, our plans to erect our new Ministry Center 

have been complicated and slowed by the fact that 

our architect has had to resign from doing our pro-

ject, due to serious health concerns that prevent him 

from completing the work. Let us keep him in our 

prayers, that he may get the help he needs, even as 

the Building Committee makes arrangements with 

another architect. Here too, we take heart in knowing 

that our Lord has risen from the grave! He can handle 

any complications that may come our way—and 

move us forward at His pace, so that we can continue 

to represent Him faithfully, lovingly, and effectively. 

Easter makes the difference! 
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Support Family Connection 

Family Connection is proud to spon-
sor it’s Taste of the Mountains Pass-
port Event for 2022. For $50 you can 
purchase this booklet which is filled 
with amazing one time use coupons 
from 25 different venues. You can 
visit these vendors anytime between 

May 1 and October 31 and use the coupon. In addi-
tion, you will find information about an online auction 
and how to vote for your favorite restaurant. The pro-
ceeds of this event will provide food for the children 
of Lumpkin County, emergency assistance, mentoring 
opportunities for children, and parent education to 
caregivers. 

We all have days that are overwhelming, but even in 

the middle of turbulent times, there are steps you 

can take to open your heart to the genuine, deep joy 

that Jesus wants you to have. And this can begin 

very simply – stop trying to figure everything out on 

your own!  Things like: how are we going to pay our 

bills, when should I talk to my boss about that raise, 

how can I get my husband to attend church with 

me? These concerns, left to our own understanding, 

can definitely block our joy. 

When we choose to acknowledge God in the middle 

of our problems, we open the door for Him to begin 

to work on our situation. God knows what is best for 

us. He is a better judge of what we want than even 

we are. Bring your dilemmas to God in prayer and 

joy will begin to come back to your heart. 

If you are having trouble trying to forgive someone 

for something they did or said, or even yourself, 

then that can also serve as a roadblock to feeling re-

al joy. God’s word tells us to forgive quickly and 

often. When we don’t deal with our offenses, the 

pain will slowly poison our lives and we are unable 

to experience the joy Jesus came to give us. For-

giveness frees us from the devastating, long-term 

damage of bitterness and makes it possible for us to 

truly enjoy life again.  

Remind yourself every day that God loves you. How 

often do we take the time to actively, purposely re-

member God’s love for us? My guess would be we 

don’t do this nearly enough. That’s partly because 

Satan works hard at attacking our self-esteem from a 

young age. By the time we grow up, many of us 

don’t like ourselves anymore. 

Even though we have faults and short-comings and 

make mistakes, God’s love for us remains the same. 

He has promised never to walk out or give up on us. 

This means that you can learn to love your imper-

fect, messed-up self. Even as you are changing, you 

can enjoy your life, knowing that you are becoming 

more like Jesus every day. And that should bring you 

eternal joy, no matter what time of year it is!  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or 

concerns you’d like to discuss. I’d love to hear from 

you! 

 

Judy A. Lewis, LPC     

jlewis3454@gmail.com      

(810) 599-5188 
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Widow’s Support  

Group 

Our Resident Counselor, Judy Lewis, leads a 

support group for Widows. They will meet the 

first and third Tuesday of the month in May at 

10:00 A.M. These meetings take place at the 

Church. If you know of anyone who might ben-

efit from such a group, please fell free to tell 

them about the program or better yet, invite 

them to the next meeting. If you would like 

more information, you may contact Judy at 810

-599-5188 or jlewis3454@mail.com. 
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