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During this Lenten season, we have 

been studying the seven miracles Je-

sus did that are recorded in the Gos-

pel according to John, only they are 

not called miracles, but signs. 

And there's a reason for that. They 

are trying to tell us something. When 

Jesus changed the water into wine, 

He wasn't just providing drinks for 

the wedding party; He was seeking to 

communicate something more. The 

same goes for the nobleman's son He 

healed and the man who had been 

an invalid for 38 years whom He ena-

bled to walk. 

What do you think He was trying to 

say by multiplying a few slices of 

bread and a few fish to feed 5,000 

people and by walking on water? 

How about His restoring sight to a 

man who was blind from birth, or 

calling a dead man back to life after 

he had been buried for four days? 

What were these acts trying to tell 

us? 

Jesus gives us a clue about His pur-

pose in coming and serving, when He 

said in John 10:10, "I came that they 

may have life and have it abundant-

ly." Having wine to drink and bread 

to eat keeps one's body alive. And it's 

good to have eyes that see, legs that 

walk, and a healthy body, but real 

living is more than that.  

Jesus came and did these signs to 

call people to trust in Him, for He is 

the great "I AM," God Himself in per-

son. He is God's Lamb, who gave 

Himself for the sin of the world, the 

self-centeredness of us people who 

get wrapped up in the food and 

drink, the comings and goings of this 
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“Here’s Why” 

It’s Springtime. Happy Spring! 

Flower bulbs are blooming, 

bees are buzzing and soon the 

hummingbirds will return. And 

have you noticed any butter-

flies yet? They always make 

me think of spring. Butterflies 

and spring remind me of new 

beginnings, Easter and our res-

urrected Lord Jesus. Setting us 

free from sin, from the power 

of Satan and from death. 

But do we really feel set free 

from worry, anxiety, grief, mis-

takes and the messes we cre-

ate in our lives? We have a 

choice in how we choose to 

live. We can pretend that we 

can handle everything on our 

own, ignore the baggage we 

all carry and ride the emotion-

al roller coaster that we’ve 

created. Then suddenly our 

mental health deteriorates 

and we are fighting stress, anx-

iety, depression and letting 

our burdens crush us. But this 

isn’t how it has to be. Jesus 

has given us a better choice. 

New Beginnings 
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world. He the "Resurrection and the Life," asserting 

that "whoever believes in me, though he die, yet 

shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in 

me shall never die." (John 11:25f)  

Jesus' signs are telling us two critical things: (a) Jesus 

is more than a miracle man; He is God in the flesh, 

God in person, seeking to communicate with us; and 

(b) trust in Him, believe in Him, let Him be the Lord 

of your life. That will give you a life that death does 

not stop, a life that is eternal, that is abundant and 

everlasting. 

May our celebration of Holy Week and Easter 

strengthen our faith in Christ, enabling us to go for-

ward into the unknown future with confidence and 

hope, peace and joy, as  Christ gives us life, real life! 

 

Pastor’s article, cont’d from pg. 1 

 

Pastoral Call Update: The Pastoral Call Com-

mittee (Van Bareither, chair; Chuck Lewis, Mark 

Siedschlag, Kelley Wiedenmann, and Pastor Mi-

chael, advisory) has submitted its packet of mate-

rial to Rev. Dr. Gregory Walton, President of the 

Florida-Georgia District, with our request for a list 

of candidates for calling a full-time resident pas-

tor to replace Pastors Michael and Kruger. Mem-

bers of the congregation who wish to nominate 

pastors to be considered for this position should 

submit those names to our Call Committee by 

Sunday, April 10. These names will then be for-

warded to President Walton, that he may secure 

background information on them for us. 

Great Sending Bible Studies: During the 

Epiphany season (January and February) we stud-

ied the Bible studies of the first chapter in The 

Great Sending. Our hope is to address the next 

chapter's studies in the Easter season, most likely 

on Wednesdays, April 20 through June 1, with 

sessions in the afternoon and evening. Watch for 

further announcements regarding these classes. 

God's Great Sending - An Outreach Re-

Orientation: This is a Northeast Georgia Circuit 

Gathering scheduled for Saturday, April 30 at 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Gainesville, 

600 S. Enota Drive NE. It will begin with registra-

tion at 8:30 A.M. and conclude at 3 P.M. Leading 

the Convocation will be the Rev. Dr. Peter Meier, 

our District's Executive Director of Outreach. This 

workshop is designed to help us respond to the 

Lord's Great Sending personally, as congrega-

tions, and in our communities.  Costs will be cov-

ered by Circuit Outreach Funds and by the Dis-

trict. Let's plan to have a great participation. This 

workshop should help us respond to the opportu-

nities our new facilities will present to us, as we 

seek to share the Lord's love as personally and 

widely as possible. More information will be 

forthcoming! 

Posted on the bulletin board is a letter from 

Chris Shearman, our adopted student at Concordia 

Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. Stop by, read it, and 

learn a bit more about him and his family, that you 

may support them with your prayers. 

 

Your support of our 

capital campaign is 

genuinely appreciat-

ed. At the end of the 

first quarter, we will 

receive an update on our progress, and then follow-

ing our celebration of Holy Week and Easter, your 

GTIC committee plans to share an update with each 

of you and invite those who have not yet had a 

chance to join us in this endeavor to do so. As we 

work together, we are confident we can raise the 

funds needed to erect our proposed new Ministry 

Center.  
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Fear, pain and our insecurities can really do a num-

ber on our hearts and our minds. All these emotions 

just come and go as they please, out of our control. 

It can make you anxious and leave you lonely and 

drained. It sends you to a dark place and makes it 

feel as if a war is taking place inside of you. 

And the thing is, all of this is normal. I’m sure we can 

all relate to at least some of these feelings. Do you 

know who else can relate? Jesus can. He never 

leaves your side. He’s always there and carries you 

across the burning fire. Jesus overcomes every 

ounce of anxiousness that creeps into your heart, 

mind and body. 

If you are feeling broken right now, maybe the hurt 

you are experiencing feels suffocating. You have an 

ache in your heart and don’t know how to shake it. I 

know because I’ve been there. But Jesus is with you 

when you’re curled in a ball crying huge tears into 

your pillow. He’s with you when you are smiling and 

pretending that everything is perfectly fine but your 

insides are screaming. He never leaves your side. 

So next time you see a butterfly, remember that Je-

sus has set you free. Every day is a new beginning. 

Give your cares to Jesus and refuse to take them 

back. In Joshua 1:9 we are told, “Have I not com-

manded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God 

will be with you wherever you go.”  

Please feel free to contact me if there are any ques-

tions, concerns or issues you would like 

to discuss. I’ll be happy to hear from 

you! 

Judy A. Lewis, Licensed Professional Counselor   

(810) 599-5188    jlewis3454@gmail.com 

Judy Lewis article, cont’d 

 

Jeremiah’s 

Place (Lumpkin 

County's only 

transitional housing for homeless families) and 

North Georgia Interfaith Ministries is funded 100% 

by voluntary contributions and by two annual 

fundraisers: the Spaghetti Supper in April and First 

Night Dahlonega on December 31. This ministry is 

designed to meet locally identified needs using 

local resources. This means they rely heavily on 

individual donors to help support these services. 

Won’t you please consider being a part of this be-

nevolent community by supporting the 8th Annual 

Spaghetti Supper on April 25th, 5:00 to 7:30 P.M.? 

Grab-n-Go and Dine-in options are available at six 

venues throughout the County. Tickets, $10 per 

individual or $35 per family are available online @ 

LumpkinCountyHomeless.org or through a St. Pe-

ter representative.  

He is Risen. 
He is Risen Indeed! 
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Those Celebrating Birthdays in APRIL 

Blanch Thornhill 4/5 Sharon Bruns 4/6 

Stan Bruns 4/15 Jan Carlton 4/18 

David Sears 4/29 Ruth McCaffrey 4/30 

“The Triduum” 

April 10th begins Holy Week as 

Christians around the world pre-

pare for and anticipate the cele-

bration of Jesus’ resurrection on 

Easter Sunday, April 17th. While 

most of us are familiar with the 

traditions of Palm/Passion Sunday, 

many are not as familiar with the 

traditions of the Christian church 

as the week wends its way toward 

the cross on Golgotha. The three 

days prior to Easter Sunday are 

traditionally called the Triduum, 

which simply translated, means 

“three days”. 

 

Holy Thursday or Maundy Thurs-

day begins the Triduum as wor-

shippers join Jesus and the 12 dis-

ciples in the Upper Room for the 

Passover Supper. Holy Commun-

ion is, therefore, an integral part 

of the worship service. The term 

“Maundy” comes from the Latin 

mandatum, meaning “command” 

and refers to Jesus’ command-

ment to the disciples to “Love one 

another as I have loved you.” John 

records the example of Jesus 

washing the disciples’ feet follow-

ing the Passover meal that Thurs-

day evening and therefore, Maun-

dy Thursday carries the theme of 

servanthood also. Traditionally, 

the service ends with the stripping 

of all items on the altar. 

 

Good Friday is the day on which 

Jesus died and therefore is a sol-

emn, watchful day. The evening 

liturgy focuses both on darkness (a 

“Tenebrae”, “darkness”, service is 

common) and penitence. It is the 

one day in the Triduum that Holy 

Communion is not celebrated. Ra-

ther the service often follows the 

seven last words of Jesus and as 

each reading is completed, a can-

dle is snuffed, leading to the Christ 

Candle being taken from the sanc-

tuary as the service nears comple-

tion. When it is darkest, a loud 

sound echoes through the worship 

space – signifying the closing of 

the tomb’s door. Still, the light of 

the Christ Candle is seen in the 

distance, a reminder that life has 

not been terminated. 

 

The Vigil of Holy Saturday (or 

Easter Vigil) is perhaps the least 

known and practiced by Lutheran 

congregations. Beginning at 

nightfall, the congregation gathers 

outside or at the entrance of the 

sanctuary where a single candle is 

lit, usually the Christ Candle, and 

the worshippers process into the 

sanctuary as the pastor intones 

phrases referring to light. The 

Scripture readings from through-

out the Bible focus on darkness 

and light. The Vigil is a very appro-

priate service in which to baptize 

adults, who, in the early church 

had spent the season of Lent pre-

paring to join the church body. 

Part of the service also involves 

dipping a green-leafed branch in 

water and spraying the worship-

pers as a remembrance of their 

baptisms. Perhaps, I have often 

imagined, worshippers spent the 

night in waiting for the dawn of 

the day of resurrection, when they 

could celebrate Jesus’ victory over 

sin, death, and the devil with re-

newed energy and enthusiasm! 

 

I pray that the information above 

will enhance your walk from the 

outskirts of Jerusalem to the open 

tomb this Holy Week. 

Pastor Kruger 
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