
In our study of Hebrews, the word, 
"Today," jumps out at us, especially 
in chapters three and four. The au-
thor uses the word because he does 
not want anyone to fall from faith 
through disinterest or indifference. 

There is much that can push the Lord 
Jesus from the center to the margins 
of our life: family matters, health is-
sues, politics, concern over what is 
happening in our world, our finances, 
our busyness, and the list goes on 
and on. 

What Hebrews urges us is mutual 
care: "Exhort one another everyday 
as long as it is called, 'today,' that 
none of you may be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin." (3:13) By look-
ing out for one another and witness-
ing to the Savior, we can help one 
another "share in Christ," and not 
lose our hope and confidence. 

I think we agree there is much to de-
press us in our world--distrust and 
suspicion, lies and deceit, the grab-
bing for gain and power. But rather 
than give in to such negativity, we 
can testify to one another that 

• Jesus is our merciful and faithful 
high priest who understands our 
needs; 

• Jesus sits on the throne of grace 
and has the resources to meet 
our needs; 

• Jesus has made atonement for 
our sins, assuring us that God is 
for us and not against us; 

• Jesus' resurrection assures us 
that He is our ever-present, living 
Lord on whom we can count; and 

• Jesus is totally reliable, being 
"the same yesterday, today and 
forever." (13:8) 

Today is the day the Lord has given 
us. Whether He will give us more, we 
do not know. There-fore let us make 
the best use of it that we can; let us 
share our living Christ with each oth-
er. Doing so will enable us to re-
spond to its opportunities and chal-
lenges with peace and purpose, joy 
and hope, love and faith. We will be 
saying with the Psalmist, "This is the 
day the LORD has made; let us re-
joice and be glad in it."  
(Psalm 118:24) 
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A Message From Pastor Michael 

TODAY! 

According to the Cambridge 

Dictionary, to pour out your 

heart is to “tell someone your 

secret feelings and things that 

worry you.” When you pour 

out your heart, it’s a raw, 

emotional thing. It’s when you 

bring the full weight of your 

grief, sadness, jealousy, hurt, 

disappointment and every oth-

er emotion to God. And God 

can handle it! In fact, God is 

the only one truly strong 

enough to handle the weight 

of our emotions. 

When your heart is broken, 

God can mend it. Psalm 147:3 

When your mind is filled with 

anxious thoughts, God can re-

store peace. Isaiah 26:3 

When your emotions are un-

steady, or like a roller coaster, 

God can bring stability. Psalm 

18:2 

Two of the major mental 

health problems that thera-

pists deal with are depression 

and anxiety. People tend to 

want to bottle up their secrets, 
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Hilda Turnbaugh 10/03 
Brynn Foster 10/11 
Ron Larson 10/15 
Catherine Szilagyi 10/23 
Joan Bareither 10/27 
Larry Scott 10/27 

Bingo! 

Joan Michael is ready for Halloween 

after winning at Bingo during games at 

the recent St. Peter Lutheran Church 

picnic on September 11 in Yahoola 

Creek Park. There were many other 

winners, as several games were 

played, but none as festive and appro-

priate for October as this photo 

shows. Trick or Treat, Joan! 

 Sunday, October 10, we will hold a brief Congregational Meeting following the ser-

vice to vote to approve the following: 

WHEREAS the Borrower, St. Peter Lutheran Church, desires to borrow the sum of up 

to $1,110,744.00 for the purpose of building a new sanctuary; and 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That the Borrower borrow the sum of up to $1,110.744.00 from Lutheran Church Extension Fund-
Missouri Synod which loan is to be evidenced by one or more Promissory Notes providing for interest 
rates and terms as determined by the loan approval letter. 

2. That the said loan be secured by a Mortgage or Deed of Trust with respect to all of the real property 
owned by the Borrower. 

3. That the legal signers as specified in the Articles of Incorporation and/or the Constitution and Bylaws of 
the Borrower or, if not specified, the President and Secretary or, in the absence of the Secretary, another 
Officer, of the Borrower are hereby authorized, empowered and directed to execute, acknowledge and 
deliver on behalf of the Borrower a Mortgage or Deed of Trust and one or more Promissory Notes as 
above provided and said Officers are further authorized, empowered and directed to do all such acts and 
things to execute and deliver all such documents as may, in the discretion of said Officers be deemed nec-
essary, proper or convenient to carry out and comply with he provisions and terms upon which said loan 
is being made to the Borrower and the same are herby approved all respects. 



This year Reformation, 
October 31, falls on a Sun-
day. We hope you will be 
able to join us in festive 
worship, giving thanks to 
God for the good news 
that "we are saved by 
grace alone  through faith 

alone in Jesus Christ alone," a tremendous truth 
that Scripture alone makes clear.  

Soon you will be receiving 
the record of your financial 
contributions through the 
end of the third quarter 
(September). Please review 
your report to insure its 
accuracy, but also check to 
see how you are doing in 
your support of our ongo-
ing ministry as well as of our "Growing Together in 
Christ" capital campaign for our new Ministry Cen-
ter on Highway 60. May the Lord's gifts to us lead 
us to make our gifts with thanksgiving, grateful for 
His generosity and love. 

fears, bad thoughts, and bury troublesome past re-

lationships that have never been resolved. With 

God, there are no shields up, no walls or barriers. 

There is no wrong way to pray, except not to pray. 

You can be real with God. 

When you are upset with God because you’ve re-

ceived an outcome you weren’t expecting, rather 

than avoiding him or giving him the silent treat-

ment, let him know how you feel. Don’t hold any-

thing back. God is not surprised by the things we 

hold back from him, including our anger. When we 

are open and honest before God, it opens up a 

deeper, richer, more fulfilling relationship with our 

Lord.  

Try to learn to be aware of God’s presence every 

moment of the day. With this awareness comes the 

privilege of ongoing, unceasing communication. 

There may be times when you will have a lot to say, 

and other times when you may simply enjoy each 

other’s company in a comfortable silence. The beau-

tiful thing is that, regardless of how or when or 

where you find yourself praying, you’ll find the free-

dom and blessing that comes with speaking openly 

and honestly with your Lord. 

This is the perfect time of year to cherish the mo-

ments you and God share your walks together. Pay 

attention especially to his creation through the for-

est, on a nature trail, on a waterfront, or even your 

own backyard. Dahlonega and our surrounding area 

have so much to offer! It is through the beauty of 

God’s creation that he can transplant the desires of 

his heart into ours. 

Judy Lewis, LPC, jlewis3454@gmail.com, 

(810) 599-5188 

Judy Lewis article, cont’d 

We express our sincere THANK YOU'S to the Member 
Care Committee for the Church Picnic we enjoyed at 
Yahoola Creek Park September 11 and the invitation 
they extended to members of the River Knoll Com-
munity who will be our new neighbors, when we 
build our new Ministry Center on our property at the 
entrance to their development.  

We also give thanks for the folks who turned out the 
next Saturday for the work day at our new property--
and for the relationship our leaders are developing 
with our new neighbors at River Knoll. What a delight 
it was to have quite a number of their residents work 
side by side with us in sprucing up our property! A 
letter from Pat Sandhagen, president of the River 
Knoll Community Association Board describes the 
relationship which is developing as "positive and co-
operative." We rejoice in it and look to deepen it.  

Another cause for giving thanks is the response of 
members and friends to our "Time and Talent" Sur-
vey we are conducting. The information it provides 
will help us plan for the further development of our 
mission and ministry. If you have not yet completed 
your survey, we encourage you to do so as soon as 
possible. Thank you! 
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