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When I think of the new month now 
opening before us, I doubt that any-
one of us will find another that can 
match its specialness. Consider all of 
the following: 

 May 2  --  We dedicate our pledg-
es for our Growing Together in 
Christ campaign to raise the funds 
we need to build our new church--
ministry center on Highways 60 and 
19. 

 May 9 is Mother's Day, when we 
give thanks to God for our mothers 
and the vital role they have played 
and play in our lives. 

 May 12 we gather on Wednes-
day at 7:00 P.M. to give thanks to 
God for the Ascension of our Lord 
Jesus. Sitting at the right hand of 
God the Father, our Savior rules over 
all for the good of the church; He 
prays for us and promises to send us 
the Holy Spirit to strengthen us to 
witness to His grace and to put our 
faith into action. Join us that evening 
to praise God for our triumphant 
Savior and Lord. 

 May 16, on the seventh Sunday 
of Easter, we naturally draw on Je-
sus' High Priestly Prayer (John 17) for 

our worship, but we will also con-
gratulate Tanner Young, who will 
graduate from Lumpkin County High 
School, Saturday, May 22. 

 May 23 is the church's third ma-
jor festival, Pentecost. It gives us the 
privilege of celebrating the work of 
the third person of the Holy Trinity, 
the Holy Spirit. Although He is some-
times called "the half-known God," 
we cannot live without Him. He 
brings us to faith; He guides us into 
all truth; He points us unfailingly to 
Jesus, our Savior and Lord. He em-
powers us for our witness, produces 
His fruit in our lives; and equips us 
with His gifts, that we may serve God 
effectively. The Holy Spirit is the 
Helper we cannot get along without. 

 May 30, one week later, we will 
celebrate the mystery of the Holy 
Trinity, three distinct persons--the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-- in one 
undivided being. He is truly worthy 
of our worship, especially when we 
think of how each of the persons of 
the Godhead works for our benefit. 
On this weekend, when Memorial 
Day occurs, we will also pause to 
give thanks for the military who have 
served and continue to serve to keep 
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During the past year, as the 

death toll climbed, many peo-

ple suffered the loss of family 

and friends. Besides those tak-

en by the pandemic, there 

were those who passed due to 

heart attacks, cancer, car acci-

dents and various other caus-

es. Did you find it difficult to 

know what to do or say to 

those experiencing loss? The 

right kind of support and com-

fort can make all the differ-

ence for someone who is 

grieving. 

We recall in the message of 

John, when Jesus was told that 

Lazarus had died, that he com-

forted the family.  And he ac-

tually wept because of their 

suffering just before he raised 

Lazarus from the dead. So 

even our Lord knows how diffi-

cult it is for us when a loved 

one dies. He is always there 

for us to lean on  in difficult 

times. 

People sometimes don’t really 

know to act and may say 

things that aren’t really help-

ful. So how do you support 

someone who is grieving? The 

most important thing is that 
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our country the land of the brave 
and the free. 

On a personal note, in May Joan 
and I are privileged to celebrate no 
fewer than five graduations of 
grandsons--three from high school; 
one from college; and one from 
the seminary--and one Confirma-
tion. Thanks to Covid-19's influ-

ence we will observe the gradua-
tions virtually, but since the Confir-
mation will be here in Cumming at 
Living Faith Lutheran, we're plan-
ning to attend it in person on Pen-
tecost. 

May the specialness of this month 
find us rejoicing in God's abundant 
grace in our lives. See you in 

church, where we can praise God 
together! 
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The National Day of Prayer's 70th Anniversary Celebration will be held Thursday, May 6 at Hancock Park in 
Dahlonega from 6 to 7 P.M. As proclaimed by each President for the past 70 years, the National Day of Prayer 
occurs on the first Thursday in May across the USA! Our speakers include Mayor Sam Norton; Superintendent 
of Schools, Dr. Rob Brown; Lumpkin County Sheriff Stacy Jarrard; the Pastor of Dahlonega United Methodist 
Church, the Rev. Dr. Steve Schofield; and the University of North Georgia Senior Vice President for Leadership 
and Global Engagement, Colonel Billy Wells. The celebration will include praising God through music, as we 
are entertained by "Auld Lang Syne," an old time Gospel Group made up of teachers and supporters of Pick 
and Bow. This year's theme is "LORD, POUR OUT YOUR LOVE, LIFE, AND LIBERTY." Bring your chairs and join in 
praying for our country, that we may benefit from God's blessing. 



family and friends should make the effort to be 

there for the journey and not assume the journey is 

two weeks or two months or even a year. It can be 

long term and you need to be there for them all 

along the way. 

There is no right or wrong way to grieve, and every-

one has to do it in their own way. Society is uncom-

fortable with people who grieve, wanting them to 

get over it quickly and move on as though it never 

happened. That is why many people feel they 

should avoid mentioning the name of the loved 

one, as it may remind the person grieving of the 

loss. But the reality is that the feeling of loss 

doesn’t ever really leave them, and talking about 

the deceased can actually be comforting. It’s help-

ful to hear funny stories and share happy memories 

from the past as it can be therapeutic. 

It’s not the job of friends or family to fix or heal the 

person who is grieving. To be supportive, try to cre-

ate safe ground for that person and give them the 

opportunity to be heard and understood. Don’t 

preach to them or tell them what they should or 

shouldn’t be doing. Just being present in silence is 

enough. 

Ask that person what they need and how you can 

assist. Some practical things you can do to be help-

ful are: offer to grocery shop, work in the garden, 

mow the lawn, prepare a hot meal, babysit or clean 

the house. They may need you just to be with 

them. Letting them talk about their struggles with-

out being judged can mean a lot. Ask the Lord to 

help you be what they need and be with them as 

they progress through their journey. 

In the end, it’s the simple things that will be the 

most helpful, like saying “I’m here for you”, “I love 

you” or “Let me know how I can help.” Be the per-

son they know they can lean on, through the good 

days and the bad. As Jesus tells us in Matthew 

25:40, “Truly I say to you, as you did it one of the 

least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” 

If you are suffering from a loss, or know someone 

who is, and would like help, please feel free to con-

tact me or another grief counselor. You don’t have 

to go through this alone, and either individual or 

group grief counseling may be something you might 

want to consider. 

Judy A. Lewis, MA, LPC  (810) 599-5188   

jlewis3454@gmail.com 
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May needs at CHP. CHP is asking that the 
food given for May be for the Summer Food 
Program. Please use the labels provided at 
the drop-off areas at the front and back 
doors of the church. They need juice - 64 oz., 
instant oats/grits (individual packets prefer-
ably), Spaghetti O's, 
Ravioli, Beef-a-Roni, 
etc. Also, bags of 
apples closer to the 
dates of distribution 
- which will be May 
26, 27 and 28. 
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