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The atmosphere around our congre-
gation has been growing in excite-
ment. The Building Committee is so-
liciting input on what should be in-
cluded in our new Ministry Center. 
The Capital Campaign Committee is 
hard at work laying plans to gather 
funds to enable us to turn our 
dreams into reality. To me, this is 
just plain exciting! 

At this point, however, I believe it is 
important to set those efforts aside, 
that we may focus single-mindedly 
and wholeheartedly on that which is 
at the center of our Christian faith. 
The coming eight days from March 
28 to April 4, from Palm Sunday to 
Easter, provide us the golden oppor-
tunity to focus on the climactic cen-
ter of our Lord's life. 

Do we realize how much of the Gos-
pels are devoted to this emphasis? 
In the main Gospel for this year, Year 
B, Mark, Jesus very intentionally 
sought to hide His identity through 
the first seven chapters. In chapters 
8 to 10, Jesus reveals God's plan for 
His life to the disciples, and from 
chapters 11 through 16, Jesus public-
ly makes clear God's plan. Matthew 

21 -28 is devoted to the last week of 
Jesus' earthly life; Luke 19-24 does 
the same; as does John 12-20!  

With the Gospels putting that much 
emphasis on that part of Jesus' life, I 
can't help but believe we should tru-
ly emphasize it too. Here at church 
we have special services to help us 
appreciate this truly significant, cli-
mactically central part of Jesus' life: 
Palm Sunday, March 28, 10:30 A.M.; 
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 7 P.M.; 
Good Friday, April 2, 7 P.M., and 
Easter Sunday, April  4, with identical 
services at 8:30 A.M. and 10:30 A.M. 

I sincerely hope many of you will be 
able to join us for these special ser-
vices. To help our head elder, Van 
Bareither, arrange for socially re-
sponsible seating, please let him 
know your intentions.  

For those unable to attend in per-
son, these services will also be 
shared via Zoom. If you are not al-
ready receiving our weekly Zoom 
invitations, please let us know by 
sending an email to the church at 
stpetelc109@gmail.com, and ask to 
be added to the Zoom list. Also, the 
sermons are posted on our congre-
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A Message From Pastor Michael 

 Let's Mark the Climactic Center of Jesus' Life!  

The Voice 

Where the Word of Life gathers, nurtures, and sends us forth to serve. 

We are all caregivers in one 

form or another. It could be by 

profession, such as a nurse or 

doctor, an occupational, physi-

cal or psychotherapist, or a 

teacher or first responder. If 

we have a family, then we are 

constantly caring for our chil-

dren and spouses, and per-

haps elderly parents, grand-

parents and grandchildren too. 

It is easy to be overcome by 

our burden of responsibilities. 

If you’ve ever flown on a 

plane, you’ll know the safety 

drill exercise. Included is the 

emphasis on placing the oxy-

gen mask on yourself before 

you put it on a fellow passen-

ger. That’s because you can’t 

assist someone else with 

breathing if you can’t breathe 

yourself. The same goes when 

we care for others. 

We’ll soon be celebrating East-

er, when Christ cared for us so 

much He offered up His life as 

our Ultimate Caregiver. But 

even He did not take that jour-

ney to the cross by Himself. He 

had his disciples by his side 

and took time to care for their 

The Ultimate  
Caregiver 
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gation's website at http://stpeter-
lutheran.org. 

My confidence is that by focusing 
on that which is at the center of 

our faith--our Savior's service and 
suffering, death and resurrection--
we will gain the wisdom and 
strength we need to live and flour-
ish as God's people. I look forward 

to worshiping with you these up-
coming holy days. 

Pastor’s message, cont’d from pg. 1 

Holy Week Services: 

• Maundy Thursday, April  Luke 22:17-23  "Go and Make Preparations" 

• Good Friday, April 2 Luke 23:44-49  "The Sun Stopped Shining" 

• Easter, April 4 John 20:1-18  "Our Lord Lives" 
Two services will be offered; 8:30 A.M. and 10:30 A.M. Van Bareither will be sending an email for 
your RSVP response. 

News about our Easter Service 

To accommodate social distancing, we will be holding two services on Easter Sunday. There will be no Bible 

Study that Sunday, instead we will have and early service at 8:30 A.M. and then our normally scheduled ser-

vice at 10:30 A.M. We are thankful that Emory Stephens has agreed to play the piano for both services. Van 

Bareither will send out an email requesting RSVPs for the service of your choice. And of course, we will also 

be offering the opportunity to attend via Zoom. 

Case Statement for our  
Growing Together in Christ 

Campaign 

Our Identity and Mission: By its very 
nature St. Peter Lutheran Church is a 
missionary church. Begun in 2008 by 
Elder Wayne Kuhlmann and his wife 
Nancy from Living Faith Lutheran 
Church in Cumming, by God's grace 
our numbers have grown; we were 
chartered as a congregation in 2018. 
Being the recipients of that grace, we 
want to share it with ever greater 
numbers. After meeting in a number 
of different rented facilities, we are 
now poised to erect our own ministry 
center--to provide adequate space for 
worship, Christian growth, and fellow-
ship. 

We take our mission very seriously. As 
the only Lutheran Church in Lumpkin 
and Dawson Counties, we are com-
mitted to sharing the good news of 
God's grace with everyone we can, 
building each other up through study 
of God's Word, equipping one another 
for witness and service in the commu-
nity, and strengthening one another 
through mutual care and fellowship. 

A strength of our congregation is its 
highly committed corps of retired 
members who are willing to serve and 
witness, and to support it with their 
financial gifts. We have experienced 
the faithfulness and steadfast love of 
the Lord and want to pass it on. Desir-
ing to build on this strength, we are 
committed to reach out more fully to 
families with children, university stu-

dents, and those in their middle years. 
We aim to be a multi-generational 
community. The new facility will pro-
vide space for programs to help us do 
this. 

We have purchased 2.5 acres of land 
on Highway 60 about two miles south 
of Dahlonega's town center. Our goal 
is to erect a 5,000 to 7,000 square foot 
center to provide space for our grow-
ing congregation--more than twice as 
big as our current rented quarters. 

The goal of our financial campaign is 
to raise gifts and pledges of at least 
$500,000 and hopefully higher 
amounts of $600,000 or even 
$700,000. The amount we raise is sig-
nificant. The larger the amount we 
gather, the more of the plans we can 
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needs as well as his. Following are some examples 

of how we can care for ourselves while caring for 

others. 

Proper Rest: We don’t know the blessing of sleep 

until we are sleep deprived. Even Jesus sought out 

sleep and rest when He needed it (Mark 6:32). Rest 

allows our mind, body and soul to renew and start 

the day with even more strength and focus. Sleep is 

an undeniable gift from God. 

Exercise: This could be as simple as walking up the 

stairs inside your home or going for a walk around 

the block. Moving your body can help you work out 

some of the negative thoughts and pent up frustra-

tion that gets stuck inside your head. 

Proper Diet: When you are feeling rushed and 

overburdened, it’s easy to reach for foods we like 

but don’t necessarily give us the proper nourish-

ment our body needs. Comfort foods are usually 

readily available for a quick pick-me-up, however 

the Bible reminds us to do everything in modera-

tion and exercise self-control, 

Creative Outlets: It’s amazing the therapy a little 

creativity can provide. Drawing, writing, coloring, 

carpentry and gardening are just a few of the op-

portunities to create and do your mind some good. 

Setting Boundaries and Solitude: It’s important to 

know our limitations and recognize when our re-

sources are running low. When you know your 

emotional reserve is bottoming out, you may need 

to set aside some time for solitude and silence. Al-

low time to think, process and have quiet time all 

to yourself. 

Time With God: This comes in many forms: praying, 

reading the Bible, listening to Christian podcasts or 

music. Let these things charge and rejuvenate your 

mind, body and soul, providing encouragement, 

hope, validation and a renewed perspective. 

If you are overcome by what everyone wants of 

you, use this Easter season to do what Jesus did in 

the Garden of Gethsemane. Find some time to 

spend with God. Surround yourself with trusted 

friends to listen to you, pray for you and offer sup-

port. Remember, the care you give yourself is the 

care you give to those you love.  

Have a Blessed Easter! 

Please send any comments or questions to me at 

jlewis354@gmail.com or (810)599-5188. 

Judy Lewis, Licensed Professional Counselor 

Judy Lewis article, cont’d 

April needs at CHP 
The food pantry is in need of the fol-
lowing items: Jelly, peanut butter, 
Grits, and Juice. Your donations are al-
ways appreciated. Bags are available at 
both entrances to 
the church. 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

Blanche Thornhill 4/5 

William McCaffrey 4/24 

David Sears 4/29 

Ruth McCaffrey 4/30 
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Special News from the Pastor 

 

Special Guest: Sunday, April 11, we will welcome the Rev. Dr. Peter Meier to our midst. The Executive Di-

rector for Mission Services of the Florida-Georgia District, he will share with us during the Bible Study hour, 
from 9:15 to 10:15 A.M., the various ministries we are supporting in our District. It will help us appreciate the 
mission and ministry our tithe is helping to fund. After worship, he will meet with congregational leaders to 
provide input for the plans  we are seeking to lay for our congregation, that they may be forward-looking, 
and effective. Let's have a great turnout, as we seek to be a hopeful, missionary people! 

Adult Bible Classes: We invite you to join us for Sunday mornings, from 9:15 to 10:15 A.M., for a new se-

ries we plan to begin, April 18 through May 30. Since it's now four years since we focused on the Psalms, we 
believe we will do well to do so again. We will select different ones from the previous time, that we may en-
rich our understanding and appreciation of this most valuable prayer book of the Bible. 

We also invite you to join us Wednesday evenings, from April 7 through May 5, from 7 to 8:15 P.M. when 
Pastor Kruger will help us discover how practical and helpful the little letter of James is for putting our faith 
into practice.  

Ascension Eve Service will be held Wednesday, May 12 at 7 P.M. Although many congregations neglect 

this festival, we do not want to miss it. When we think of what it means to have Jesus at the right hand of the 
Father, especially with the mission He has entrusted to us, this service will be an excellent way to celebrate 
His Lordship and ongoing presence with us. Additionally it will be a fine way to wrap up our Wednesdays for 
this school year. Be sure to build it into your plans! 

Growing Together in Christ: While we will not be immersing ourselves in our capital campaign to raise 

money for our new ministry center until after Easter, we are including two documents with this newsletter: 
(a) The Case Statement for our Growing Together in Christ endeavor; and (b) Growing Together in Christ: 
Some Thoughts to Think About as You Consider Your Participation. After Easter, your GTIC  Committee will 
arrange for meetings to help us learn how we can participate. 

The goal of our financial campaign is to 
raise gifts and pledges of at least 
$500,000 and hopefully higher 
amounts of $600,000 or even 
$700,000. The amount we raise is sig-
nificant. The larger the amount we 
gather, the more of the plans we can 
build. Also, the larger the amount we 
gather, the smaller will be the mort-
gage we need to secure. The goal is to 
erect a building which will serve the 
ministry we believe God is calling us to 
do.  

What we envision the new ministry 
center providing:  

 Worship space which can 
eventually provide seating for 140; 
 Gathering space to welcome 
people, enjoy fellowship with one an-

other; 
 Meeting space for classes 
(Sunday School, Confirmation, Youth, 
Bible study) and for training events, 
support groups and the like; 
 Library/Resource Center which 
can also function as a conference 
room, class room; 
 Nursery, Kitchen, Restrooms, 
Sacristy (Altar Guild, banners, robes); 
and 
 Offices for Pastor and Admin-
istration, Storage 
   (Given the cost of building materials 
today, many parts of the new building 
will be multi-purpose.) 

We are highly committed to this en-
deavor, convinced that our new build-
ing will help our congregation "Grow 

Together in Christ." The worship and 
fellowship, the studying and training 
which will take place in our new minis-
try center will nurture our personal 
growth and help us reach out to more 
and more people. With God guiding 
and blessing us, we believe we can not 
only undertake this significant chal-
lenge but rise to meet it. We eagerly 
ask you to join us with your prayers, 
input, and financial support. 
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Growing Together in Christ 
(Some Thoughts to Think About as You Consider Your Participation) 

"For such a time as this” were the words Mordecai used to call Queen Esther to respond to the challenge of saving her 
people from the evil intentions of wicked Haman. (Esther 4:14) These words are likewise fitting for us. The Covid-19 
pandemic has greatly restricted our coming and going--and in that way has alerted us to the importance of our person-
al relationship with God.  We are not the masters of our own affairs; there is much that is out of our control. The pan-
demic reminds us anew that if we are going to be wise, we will be conscious of our dependence upon God and anchor 
our lives, our hope and dreams,  securely on His steadfast love. The pandemic provides us an excellent opportunity for 
Growing Together in Christ. 

We invite you to join together with us in this capital campaign. Its purpose is simple: to raise the dollars we need to 
erect our very first own St. Peter Lutheran Church -- Ministry Center! 

As envisioned, this new building will provide space to help us foster those activities for which the pandemic has made 
us so aware: strengthening our relationships with God and one another-- through our fellowship and conversations 
with one another; through our worship and study of God's Word. In addition to that,  it will encourage us to reach out 
beyond ourselves to share God's love with others. It will enable what our motto says: Growing Together in Christ. 

Some thoughts you might consider as you think about your participation:  

• This is a special three year endeavor, above and beyond our regular contributions. 
• What resources has God entrusted to me, that I really don't need, from which I can draw to participate? Do I have 

some property or investments I might sell to enable me to respond with generosity? 
• Might I have a Required Minimum Distribution which I could designate for this special endeavor and thus avoid 

paying taxes on it? 
• Might I have some investments which have increased in value from which I can draw to make my contribution? 
• Have I received a tax refund that I could direct to support this worthy endeavor? 
• Is there something on which I am spending money, which I could forego to make my contribution? 
• Might I have received a Covid-19 check that I could designate for Growing Together in Christ?  
• Could I take a sum each week or month from my earnings, and thus make my contribution step  by step over time? 

A most helpful portion of Scripture to consider when preparing to participate in a special "offering" like this is Paul's 
Second Letter to the Corinthians, chapters 8 and 9. It is his advice and encouragement for the Corinthians' participation 
in the special collection for the poor Christians in Jerusalem, suffering from the famine afflicting that part of the world. 
It is Gospel-centered--most helpful, positive encouragement whose wisdom has not diminished with the passage of 
time. As you read it, you will discover gems like these: 

 2 Corinthians 8:1-5, "We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has  been given among the 
churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have over-
flowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their 
means, of their own free will, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints--and this, not as 
we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord, and then by the will of God to us." 

 2 Corinthians 8:8-9, "I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also 
is genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, 
so that you  by his poverty might become rich." 

 2 Corinthians 9:6-8, "The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows boun-
tifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all 
things at all times, you may abound in every good work." 

With all of us working together under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, we are confident that we can conduct this campaign 
in a way in which we will enjoy our fellowship with Christ and accomplish what He wants done.  

Your partners in Growing Together in Christ,  

Van Bareither, Co-Chair 
Ronald Larson, Co Chair 
Anne Sears, Committee Member 
Gerhard Michael, Jr., Committee Member 


