
Cont’d pg. 2 

These are exciting days at St. Peter 
Lutheran. Attendance at our worship 
services and Bible Classes has been 
good. Land has been purchased on 
Highway 60 leading into Dahlonega 
for our new church home. A Building 
Committee and a Capital Campaign 
Committee have been appointed 
and are already hard at work. 

Serving on the Building Committee 
are Fred Wiedenmann, chair; Linda 
Larson, Chuck Lewis, and Ron Mixon, 
with me, advisory. They have been 
meeting with architects with an eye 
to selecting one to design our new 
ministry center. 

Serving on the Capital Campaign 
Committee are Van Bareither and 
Ron Larson, co-chairs, Anne Sears 
and me. The theme, "Growing To-
gether in Christ" has been chosen to 
guide and inspire this endeavor. 
They are working on materials to 
enable all of us to participate with 
eager and willing spirits--such as a 
case statement, Biblical motivation, 
goals, and commitment forms. 

Your leaders are committed to de-
veloping plans for "space and place," 
which will serve us well for sup-

porting our God-given ministry--for 
worship and study of God's Word, 
that we may grow up into Christ; for 
training and support of the service 
and witness we are called to do as 
God's people; and for fellowship, by 
which we care for and encourage 
each other, even as we enjoy one 
another's company. 

As excellent Scripture passage for 
underscoring the theme, "Growing 
Together in Christ," is Ephesians 
4:15-16. "Speaking the truth in love 
(Through our worship with its Scrip-
ture lessons, messages, and hymno-
dy--and through our conversation 
with one another we do this.), we 
are to grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ (When 
you recall that in Christ "are hidden 
all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge" [Colossians 2:3], there is 
need for us to keep on learning, 
growing from childhood to old age.) 
from whom the whole body, joined 
and held together by every joint 
with which it is equipped, when each 
part is working properly (Each mem-
ber is important and has an essential 
role to play; we're a team, a partner-
ship--our endeavor needs to involve 
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Growing Together in Christ 

The Voice 

Where the Word of Life gathers, nurtures, and sends us forth to serve. 

When I think of the word “joy” 

I often picture the smile on the 

face of a child. Children have 

this ability to find joy in the 

simplest things. Like when my 

two youngest grandchildren 

were over the other night and 

it began to snow. You couldn’t 

help but smile at their squeals 

of joy! The joy of a child is un-

like anything most of us expe-

rience as we grow older. For 

most of us, true joy has been 

crowded out by the pressures 

and cares of responsibilities. 

We feel the pressures of fi-

nances, work and relationships 

consistently to the point that 

joy is a pursuit we’ve almost 

given up on. 

One of the most important 

things in the Christian life is 

joy. But it seems like far too 

many believers are living with-

out joy. It seems as if we’re 

just barely getting by and go-

ing through the daily motions 

of life. And yet, joy has a very 

strong impact on both our 

body and our mind. Studies 

show that joyful people have 

less chance of having a heart 

attack, maintain a healthier 

blood pressure and tend to 
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Do you have an account with 

Thrivent Financial? If so, You 

should check to see if you have any Thrivent 

Choice Dollars from 2020 that need directing. 

You must do this by the end of March. Please 

consider making St. Peter Lutheran Church the 

recipient of those dollars. 

all of us.) makes the body grow 
(There are many, many people in 
our community who do not know 
and believe in Jesus Christ and are 
not yet in His community of peo-
ple.) so that it builds itself up in 
love (In our world, which is sadly 
infected with fear, suspicion, anger 
and hatred, we want to inject love, 
joy, peace, patience, compassion 
and care.) 

The motivation for us to erect a 
building where the wisdom of 
Christ's Word teaches us; His for-
giving love embraces and accepts 
us; and the fellowship of God's 

people supports and encourages 
us is the love of God given to us in 
Jesus Christ. The Lenten season 
makes that love crystal clear as it 
stresses that Christ died for all that 
we might live for Him. 

As that transformation takes place 
in our lives, it will be said of us 
what Paul wrote to the Thessaloni-
ans, "We . . . give thanks to God for 
you, brothers and sisters, as is 
right, because your faith is increas-
ing abundantly and the love of 
every one of you for one another is 
increasing." (2 Thessalonians 1:3) 
 

In these coming  days and weeks, 
months and years, let us be 
"growing together in Christ." 

  Pastor Michael 
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March needs at CHP 
The food pantry is in need of grits and spaghetti 
sauce and some items for the personal care pan-
try - shampoo, conditioner and body wash. We 
currently have an overabundance of egg car-
tons, so please hold on to them for a bit and we 
will let you know when we are in need of them 
once again. Thank you for your support! 

Upcoming Midweek Services at held at 7:00 P.M. The theme: "Tell Us." Standing before King Herod, the 

chief priest and teachers of the Law said to Jesus, "If you are the Christ, tell us." People ask us every day and 
every way to tell us about Jesus and what He means to us. Even as in the days of Jesus' Passion and in our 
journey through Lent, we are asked about Him--"Why do you believe?"  "Where do I turn?"  "How do you 
hold together in all this pandemonium?" Walking with Jesus through His Passion gives us opportunity to 
walk also with the disciples, the Jews, the "women," and the Roman and Jewish officials. If "the stones" can 
"cry out," certainly we can speak out. The following outline helps you sense how Luke's Gospel will provide 
the Scriptural basis for our exploration. 

• Wednesday, March 3 Luke 22:24-38  "The Greatest Among You" 

• Wednesday, March  10 Luke 22:39-53  "Why Are You Sleeping?" 

• Wednesday, March 17 Luke 22:54-71  "Tell Us" 

• Wednesday, March 24 Luke 23:1-25  "Are You the King of the Jews?" 

• Wednesday, March31 Luke 23:26-43  "Today You Will Be With Me in Paradise" 

• Maundy Thursday, April  Luke 22:17-23  "Go and Make Preparations" 

• Good Friday, April 2 Luke 23:44-49  "The Sun Stopped Shining" 

• Easter, April 4 John 20:1-18  "Our Lord Lives" 



have lower cholesterol levels. There’s research to 

prove that joy boosts our immune systems, fights 

stress and pain, and improves our chance of living a 

longer life. Joyful people also function better psycho-

logically, are less neurotic, have better self-esteem, 

higher energy levels and a more relaxed attitude. Joy 

can also decrease stress hormones, lower anxiety and 

build emotional strength. 

God created us to be joyful and fully alive. Did you 

know that the word “joy” appears in the Bible 175 

times? The joy our heavenly Father brings to us is 

meant to overcome anything this world could ever do 

to us. But for this to happen, we have to place our 

hope and trust solely in Him. And if you look close 

enough, you’ll find that hope is all around you. This is 

how one author describes it:  

Hope is a shaft of sun breaking through the clouds, 

words of hope in the intensive care unit, a letter or 

card from a loved one, the first spring bird perched on 

a snow-covered twig, or the finish line in sight. It is a 

rainbow, a song, a loving touch. Hope is knowing God 

and resting in His love. And from hope springs joy. 

Joy is a gift from God. Allow God’s love to flow over 

you like a rain shower. You’ll find the circumstances of 

your job and relationships won’t have the power to 

shake your joy and satisfaction any longer. With God’s 

help you can choose to be joyful in spite of what hap-

pens to you, unshakeable by any trial or circumstance 

that comes your way.  

Joy is a choice, and it is one that the Lord hopes you’ll 

make in every situation. And you can, for as Nehemi-

ah says, “The joy of the Lord is your 

strength.” (Nehemiah 8:10) His joy will give you the 

strength you need to make it through. It is God’s plan 

to renew your joy every morning as you place your 

hope and trust in Him alone. 

Please feel free to contact me at (810)599-5188 or 
jlewis3454@gmail.com 
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News about our  

Easter Service 

 

To accommodate social distancing, we will be 

holding two services on Easter Sunday. There will 

be no Bible Study that Sunday, instead we will 

have and early service at 8:30 A.M. and then our 

normally scheduled service at 10:30 A.M. We are 

thankful that Emory Stephens has agreed to play 

the piano for both services. Van Bareither will 

send out an email requesting RSVPs for the ser-

vice of your choice. And of course, we will also 

be offering the opportunity to attend via Zoom. 

The Marks of Love, the Lenten devo-

tional booklet from Lutheran Hour Minis-
tries which we are providing will enrich 
your Lenten journey. If you have not re-
ceived a copy, they are available on the 
table in the front entrance.  
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