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The big news we celebrate this 
month is that on January 15 our con-
gregation completed 
the purchase of the land 
in front of the River 
Knoll development, giv-
ing us two and a half 
acres right on Highway 
60, within the 
Dahlonega city limits, 
with water, sewer, and 
electricity accessible.  It 
provides an excellent 
site for us to develop 
our own first ministry 
center.  

We sincerely express our thanks to 
Van Bareither, Chuck Lewis, Ron 
Mixon, and Fred Wiedemann--the 
land search committee--for all their 
hard work in locating this property; 
and to the many folks who contrib-
uted to our Advancement Fund, 
which has made this purchase possi-
ble. This is truly an exciting develop-
ment as we seek to strengthen our 
outreach and service in Dahlonega, 
Lumpkin County, and the wider area. 

As we start to envision the facility 
we will want to build, I think it will 

be helpful to recall the major func-
tions which the Lord asks us, His 

people, to fulfill. By 
identifying these roles, I 
hope it will help us 
begin to ask, "what kind 
of building should we 
construct to support the 
ministry He wants us to 
do?" Here are the major 
aspects of what I be-
lieve the Lord wants us 
to emphasize: 

• Worship:"Worship the 

Lord in the splendor of holi-

ness." (Psalm 96:9) 

• Christian Education (lifelong learning): 

"Grow in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." (2 

Peter 3:18) 

• Fellowship: "Complete my joy by being 

of the same mind, having the same 

love, being in full accord and of one 

mind." (Philippians 2:3) 

• Service: "As each has received a gift, 

use it to serve one another, as good 

stewards of God's varied grace." (I Pe-

ter 4:10) 

• Witness: "But you are a chosen race, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peo-

ple for his own possession, that you 

may proclaim the excellencies of him 
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This past year has been a 

tough one. Fear seemed to 

lurk around every corner and 

behind every face mask. There 

were too many unknowns, too 

many changes. And what 

about now? Covid19 still runs 

rampant through our streets, 

churches and schools. And this 

new vaccine – what do we re-

ally know about it? Many peo-

ple question the safety and 

effectiveness of it. We don’t 

know if it’s that “magic bullet” 

we’ve been hoping for or the 

way it will affect our lives 

whether we chose to take it or 

not. Do you fear the New 

Year? 

Fear can show up in our lives 

in many ways. It can cause us 

to be hesitant, insecure and 

full of doubts. It can take the 

form of worry and anxiety, 

affecting our bodies and our 

minds in extreme ways. We 

must not let fear become the 

main influencer in our lives, 

hovering over everything we 

think, do and say. People 

sometimes spend their entire 

lives reacting to situations in 
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who called you out of darkness into 

his marvelous light." (I Peter 2:9) 

We are a missionary people, called 
by God to represent Him in the 
world. Our building will enable us 
to gather for worship and fellow-
ship, education and training! But 
then taught by God's Word, fed by 
the sacrament, and encouraged by 
our fellowship we scatter back into 
the community, our homes and 
jobs to serve as God's people and 
to speak of His love. That is the   
rhythm of our lives--getting to-
gether to be sent out to witness 
and serve. 

The Genuine Opportunity now be-
fore us is to develop a  "ministry 
center” which will foster our lives 
as God's people. It is indeed an ex-
citing time! So let's be creative, 
designing a building that will sup-
port these various, vital aspects of 
our calling as God's people. Might 
there be ways we can design the 
space we build to enable us to use 
it for more than one function?  

At the same time we think of the 
new facility we want to erect, let's 
think too, how we might support 
such an endeavor--with our pray-
ers, our financial gifts, and actual 

service. Looking at God's amazing 
grace, I am confident that we will 
be led to respond as the early 
church did, "with glad and gener-
ous hearts." The new building we 
eventually erect will help us wor-
ship and learn, encourage and care 
for one another. In so doing we 
will reach out in love, serve and 
witness to the grace which makes 
our Christian faith possible and 
powerful.  May that grace ever 
lead us forward. 
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February needs at CHP 
We are still looking really well in our food pantry thanks to all the generous people that donated in the 
month of December. With that said, we could use some canned green beans and maybe some items for 
our personal care pantry - shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, feminine products. We cur-
rently have an overabundance of egg cartons, so please hold on to them for a bit and we will let you 
know when we are in need of them once again. Thank you for your support! 

A Prayer for 2021 (as given by a flight attendant) 

“Good Morning and Welcome to Flight 2021” 

We are prepared to take off into the New Year. Please make sure your Positive Attitude and Gratitude are  

secured and locked in the upright position. All self-destruct devices; pity, anger, selfishness, and resentment 

must be turned off at this time. All negativity, hurt and discouragement should be put away. Should you lose 

your positive Attitude under pressure during this flight, reach up and pull down a prayer. Prayers will 

 automatically be activated by Faith. Once your Faith is activated, you can assist other passengers who are  

of little faith. 

There will BE NO BAGGAGE allowed on this flight. 

God, our Captain has cleared us for take-off. 



ways that prevent them from being the people they want 

to be. They never realize that their lives feel empty be-

cause they have allowed fear to dictate their decisions. 

We all have a fear of something. I have a fear of needles 

and spiders. Others may have a fear of heights, or being 

in closed-in places, like elevators. Some people have fears 

that are so debilitating that they almost live in a state of 

paralysis. But it’s how we handle those fears that 

matters. My fear of needles doesn’t keep me from getting 

vaccines or having my blood taken. When you know what 

you are fearful of there is a better chance that, with 

God’s help and the professional resources that are made 

available, you can conquer your fear. 

But what about fear of the unknown, like we’ve just ex-

perienced this past year? Satan wants us to focus on all 

the “what-ifs” and fill our lives with uncertainty. Whenev-

er you feel insecure and fearful, the best thing you can do 

is ask God what’s going on, then watch and wait for Him 

to speak to your heart. The answer may take time, but 

Psalm 34:4 promises “I sought the Lord and He answered 

me; He delivered me from all my fears.” 

Fear can show up unexpectedly. That’s why one of our 

goals should be to recognize it so we can deal with it right 

away. Too often we can become accustomed to some-

thing and just put up with it when we should be con-

fronting it and moving past it.  

Open up your heart to God and he will shed His light into 

the areas of your life that you don’t understand. Ask Him 

to uncover those parts of your life impacted by fear in 

some way. He will not only strengthen your faith but give 

you the courage to face your fears and walk into this New 

Year with confidence. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or com-

ments, or suggestions of other topics you’d like to see 

here. 

Judy A. Lewis, MA, LPC, NCC         

(810) 599-5188   

jlewis3454@gmail.com 
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Beginning on Jan. 13th, 2021 and running for 

five weeks, we will be doing an interactive 

study on Grief and Loss. This will be on 

Wednesday afternoon at 4:00 P.M. Just as 

there are many types of losses, there are al-

so many ways to grieve and we will be ex-

ploring some of these issues. It will be led by 

Pastor Kruger and Judy Lewis. Judy is a Li-

censed Professional Counselor and has expe-

rience working in Hospice and facilitating 

several types of grief groups. 
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Charles Lewis 2/16 

McKenna Foster 2/21 

Richard Carlton 2/22 

John Hillman 2/24 

 

Important Message from our Council 
President Mark Siedschlag: 

A Mission and Vision Planning Session will 

be held on Saturday, February 13, from 9:00 A.M. 
until noon. Elements of the traditional annual 
Strategic Planning session will be incorporated, 
but this year the primary focus will be about how 
our vision, with the Lord's guidance, for the fu-
ture mission of our church in the community will 
affect the building plans of our Ministry Center at 
River Knoll. (In other words, we need to know 
what we want to accomplish so that we build the 
facility to meet those needs.) All members, 
friends,  regular attenders, and interested parties 
are welcome to attend. 



The Call of Lent 
 

Lent 2021 at St. Peter Lutheran promises to provide us with rich resources to strengthen our relationship with 
the Lord Jesus, to grow in following Him as His disciples, and gain courage to witness for Him with confidence, 
courage, and love. 

Our Midweek Services will be held at 7:00 P.M., starting Ash Wednesday, February 17. The theme: "Tell Us." 

Standing before King Herod, the chief priest and teachers of the Law said to Jesus, "If you are the Christ, tell 
us." People ask us every day and every way to tell us about Jesus and what He means to us. Even as in the 
days of Jesus' Passion and in our journey through Lent, we are asked about Him--"Why do you believe?"  
"Where do I turn?"  "How do you hold together in all this pandemonium?" Walking with Jesus through His 
Passion gives us opportunity to walk also with the disciples, the Jews, the "women," and the Roman and Jew-
ish officials. If "the stones" can "cry out," certainly we can speak out. The following outline helps you sense 
how Luke's Gospel will provide the Scriptural basis for our exploration. 

• Ash Wednesday (2/17) appointed readings  "Ashes to Ashes" 

• Wednesday, February 24 Luke 19:28-44  "The Stones Will Cry Out" 

• Wednesday, March 3 Luke 22:24-38  "The Greatest Among You" 

• Wednesday, March  10 Luke 22:39-53  "Why Are You Sleeping?" 

• Wednesday, March 17 Luke 22:54-71  "Tell Us" 

• Wednesday, March 24 Luke 23:1-25  "Are You the King of the Jews?" 

• Wednesday, March31 Luke 23:26-43  "Today You Will Be With Me in Paradise" 

• Maundy Thursday, April  Luke 22:17-23  "Go and Make Preparations" 

• Good Friday, April 2 Luke 23:44-49  "The Sun Stopped Shining" 

• Easter, April 4 John 20:1-18  "Our Lord Lives" 

The Marks of Love, the Lenten devotional booklet from Lutheran Hour Ministries which we are providing 

will enrich your Lenten journey from Ash Wednesday to Easter. Drawing on the Gospel according to Mark, 
author Dr. Kari Vo helps us sense that what Jesus did was "for you and for me." We sincerely hope you will 
use it daily  throughout the Lenten season. 

The Sunday Bible Studies (from February 21 through March 28 at 9:15 A.M.) will draw on selections from 

the center section of the Gospel according to Mark to help us grow in our discipleship. The Lord will teach us 
through His teaching the first disciples--what it means to follow Him,  the nature of discipleship, what true 
greatness consists in and the like. Pastor Michael will lead these sessions, even as Pastor Kruger plans to 
begin a Confirmation program for youth in the Middle School years, which will help these students learn the 
basic story of salvation. 

Certainly another key component of our Lenten journey will be our regular Sunday worship, when we will 
benefit from the richness of the regularly appointed lessons, with the Gospel readings coming from both 
Mark and John. 

Lent is a most special time of the year. May our observance this year help us experience the richness of God's 
love for us, that we may be moved to trust Him ever more fully and commit ourselves anew to living as His 
people.    

         Pastor Michael 


