
Cont’d pg. 2 

Bill was a pleasant, pleasing, friendly 

man of about 65 years.  Busying him-

self with strings of lights, electrical 

cords and small twist ties, he was 

preparing the trees near the entry of 

the sanctuary/family life center for 

the seemingly distant celebration of 

Jesus’ birth.  The word “meticulous” 

does not nearly describe Bill’s avoca-

tion with Christmas lights.  His home 

is featured annually in the urban 

newspaper and on-lookers were al-

ready anticipating the lights of 

Christmas he was carefully aligning.  

“It takes about two and a half hours 

per tree”, he offered, as he secured 

another light “loosely so that it can 

move with the wind”.   

In the early afternoon sun, from 

fifteen feet one could not even see 

the strings of lights in the trees.  Up 

close you could see the hundreds of 

lights, one every three or four inch-

es, on the adolescent trees.  “You 

should see them when it’s dark and 

they are lighted”, said my compan-

ion!  I imagined a brightly lighted, 

twinkling promenade as worshipers 

walked from their vehicles to the 

sanctuary warmed by the glow of 

Christmas joy, Gospel proclamation.   

So often I hear comments about the 

strongly secular, almost anti-

Christian culture of our society.  

With anxious spirits people speak of 

the “darkness” of the world around 

us, the dangers of a society that 

often seems to eschew the values 

for individuals and families that 

Scripture offers as promise, peace 

and power.  I imagine a string of 

lights, God’s people, firmly “plugged 

in” to his Word of grace and prom-

ise, reaching into the darkness.  The 

lights shine brightest, they are most 

visible, most noticeable, and most 

remarkable where the darkness is 

the deepest.  It would be easy for us 

as the lights of God to shine in the 

midst of the bright congregation of 

believers . . . it is in the darkness that 

we are called to shine most brightly . 
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A Light Shines Brightest in the Dark 

The Voice 
Where the Word of Life gathers,  

nurtures, and sends us forth to serve. 

This year our lives have taken 

a roller coaster ride like never 

before. Celebrating Christmas 

and the birth of Jesus may 

bring about all sorts of mixed 

emotions. Many of us are 

grieving lost routines and lost 

traditions, the loss of loved 

ones and the separation of 

family and friends. During a 

global pandemic, all is certain-

ly not calm and bright.  

As the old song goes, “There’s 

no place like home for the hol-

idays”. This year those heart-

felt lyrics have an added sig-

nificance. Amid the corona-

virus pandemic many families 

have decided to celebrate in-

dividually instead of in large 

groups. Some people may 

even find themselves cele-

brating alone. Remind yourself 

that sheltering in place may be 

one of the best ways to pro-

tect your family and communi-

ty. That may make it easier to 

stay home and limit the 

amount of family and friends 

you usually gather with. 

The key to the holidays is to 

plan ahead as much as possi-
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. . and what a contrast to the darkness we will be!   

As you arrange your Christmas lights this year . . . as you promenade through the malls and stores, choosing 

gifts of love . . . as you step into the shadows that the Prince of Darkness wants to cast on the celebration of 

Jesus’ birth, shine like you never have before.  As you share gifts of love, share The Gift of Love each day, in 

every way.   

Thankful for Jesus, Pastor Kruger 

Pastor’s message, cont’d from pg. 1 

Our Upcoming Special Services 

Beginning a new church year is always special, and we at St. Peter don't want this year to be any dif-
ferent! In line with our tradition, we will observe the lighting of the candles on the Advent wreath, with 
the first Sunday highlighting hope, the second peace, the third joy, and the last love. Beginning our ser-
vices at 10:30 A.M. with this custom will help us sense the wonderful blessing the Lord bestows through 
His coming. 

This year, our midweek Wednesday services will be held at 4 P.M. (not the usual 7 P.M.) December 2, 9, 
and 16, with the services highlighting, one by one, the themes of faith, hope, and love. Addi-tionally we 
will enjoy a "sing-along" of favorite Advent and Christmas hymns. Due to Covid-19 we will not be having 
our traditional potluck meals. 

In sensitivity to those who do not travel after dark, this year we will also hold our Christmas Eve service at 
4 P.M. This service will help us rejoice in the fulfillment of God's promises in Jesus' birth.   Through Scrip-
ture and a message, the singing of Christmas carols and the celebration of the Sacrament, we will praise 
God for His faithful love.   

New Year's Eve, we are planning a service of Scripture and song , prayer and blessing. Please keep alert to 
the time of this service. If "First Night Dahlonega" activities take place, we will likely do it at 5 P.M., inviting 
townspeople to join us before they begin. However, if those activities are cur-tailed because of Covid-19, 
we will likely keep our 4 P.M. starting time in line with our Advent and Christmas services. 

In the new year, Epiphany, January 6, falls on Wednesday.  Plan to join us to celebrate  the visit of the wise 
men to worship the newborn King Jesus.  This special service at 4 P.M. will help us wrap up our Christmas 
season.  

To give you a "heads up" about our Wednesday night Bible studies in Epiphany, (January 13, 20, 27, and 
February 3 and 10 at 7 P.M.) they will focus on the congregation's mission and ministry. It should  help us 
prepare to reach out and serve more fully and effectively, especially as we seek to grow, including erecting 
our own building in the not too distant future. 

Due to the coronavirus continuing to influence us all significantly, I urge you to seek to mitigate it by the 
wearing of masks, maintaining social distancing, and practicing good hand-washing technique. Do not un-
necessarily place yourself in danger. If worshiping in person is not wise, please take advantage of our 
Zoom services, both for the Sunday and special services. Also, messages with Scripture and prayers are 
posted on our website by the day after the service itself. 

May our celebration of the Savior's birth strengthen our trust in our faithful God and enable us to live as 
God's hopeful, faithful, and loving children. 

    Pastor Michael 



ble. Do what is comfortable. It’s important to find 

what is right for you. Be careful not to totally isolate 

yourself, and don’t cut yourself off from the support 

of family and friends. When difficult emotions arise, 

allow yourself to feel them and learn from them. 

Remember that you are secure in the care of your 

gracious God. When you don’t let negative emotions 

dominate you, you grow in wisdom and strength.  

Mental health is an important part of overall health 

and well-being. It affects how we think, feel and act. 

It may also affect how we handle stress and relate to 

others. Taking care of your emotional health will 

help you think more clearly. Now, more than ever, 

it’s important to eat healthy (limit those sweets!), 

exercise regularly and get plenty of sleep. Setting 

aside time to be physically active each day will help 

reduce stress and give your endorphins a jolt to im-

prove your mood. It might be the last thing you feel 

like doing, but taking a walk to clear your head and 

get your blood flowing is one of the best things you 

can do.  

Reflect on what is important to you during the holi-

days. It’s hard to have a meaningful Christmas if you 

don’t determine ahead of time what will give it 

meaning. If 2020 has taught us anything, it is how 

much the people in our lives mean to us, so go 

ahead and spread some happiness where you can. 

Write down how much the people you love mean to 

you and send it out to them. Send notes and cards 

with seasonal greeting to share the Word with your 

neighbors, police and fire departments, nursing 

homes and hospitals. 

But most of all, carve out some time for our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. It was His love, sent down 

from heaven, which gives us the reason for the sea-

son. Immerse yourself in His Word and stay focused 

on Jesus this holiday. He is always with us and His 

love for us never changes. May you keep the peace 

and wonder of Christmas always within your heart. 

Judy A. Lewis, MA, LPC, NCC     

jlewis3454@gmail.com      810-599-5188 
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CHP Spirit of Christmas: Check out the Angel Tree in the entrance. There are two type of tags hanging 

from it’s boughs. One is for a Christmas Meal and the other is a gift for a child. Please consider taking one and 
purchasing the items listed on the tag. Bring it back, unwrapped (with the tag) by December 6. You will be 
helping make Christmas special to those less fortunate than ourselves. The current pandemic has had an over-
whelming impact on our community and any hep you can provide will be greatly appreciated. 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Schae Foster Dec. 10 

Linda Larson Dec. 10 

Chuck Young Dec. 10 

Willow Nalley Dec. 19 

Alexandria Nalley Dec. 25 

 

St. Peter will be participating 

in the Downtown Dahlonega 

Christmas Parade this year. It 

will be on Saturday, Decem-

ber 12 at 4:00 P.M. Kelley 

Wiedenmann is busy creating 

a float with a manger scene 

and needs some children to be Mary and Joseph, plus 

people to walk and carry our banner. If you are interest-

ed and can help promote St. Peter by participating, 

please see Kelly Wiedenmann. 
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