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I imagine that for you, it's the same 
as it is for me. What we are facing 
with the coronavirus pandemic is 
something different than we have 
ever experienced before. As a child, I 
remember quarantine signs being 
posted on our front door due to 
scarlet fever. I faintly recall drawing 
our window shades at night to black 
out any light during the waning 
years of World War II. And I remem-
ber the rationing stamps after the 
war, but this is different.  

The virus is spreading rapidly--all 
around the world--and no cure is at 
hand. What we can do is act differ-
ently: maintain "social distancing," 
"shelter in place," keep clean, care 
for one another, honor the guidance 
of medical advisors and governing 
authorities--and I hope that we will 
pray earnestly to God for His gra-
cious help, that we may remain vigi-
lant, patient, and full of hope, be-
cause He loves us and has the wis-
dom to provide the help we need. 

Whether we will be free to gather 
for our special Holy Week and Easter 
services, I do not know, but I share 
with you the themes I'll be develop-
ing for the messages for those ser-

vices. In this very different time 
we're living in, I felt it would be en-
couraging to highlight how unique 
and precious--how different!--our 
Lord Jesus is for you and me: 

• Palm Sunday, April 5, 10:30 A.M. 
"A Different King" Matthew 21:1-9 

• Maundy Thursday, April 9, 7:00 
P.M. 
"A Different Supper" Matthew 
26:17-30 

• Good Friday, April 10, 7:00 P.M. 
"A Different Death" Matthew 
27:45-54 

• Easter Sunday, April 12, 10:30 A.M. 
"A Different Grave--Empty" 
Matthew 28:1-10 

If we cannot gather physically for 
these special services, we will email 
our service bulletins to you, and in-
vite you to listen to the lessons, ser-
mons, and prayers online. By going 
to our website, www.StPeter-
Lutheran.org, you can access them 
by going to the Worship tab, and 
then to "Sermons." The bulletins will 
inform you of the service order and 
the chosen hymns. 

If you do not have a copy of Luther-

April 2020 NEWLETTER 

A Message From Pastor Michael 

Different 

The Voice 
Where the Word of Life gathers,  

nurtures, and sends us forth to serve. 

Does trying to maintain bal-
ance in your life sometimes 
make you feel like a tightrope 
walker, working without a 
safety net, in the Circus of 
Life? You are not alone. These 
days almost all of us have so 
many demands placed on our 
time and energy, life can feel 
like a three ring circus. And if 
you are not up there on the 
tightrope, you are down on 
the ground amidst lions and 
tigers, in charge of keeping a 
couple dozen plates spinning 
in the air. 

Maintaining balance isn’t easy. 
It requires holding steady with 
the many responsibilities that 
are a normal and everyday 
part of life, like home, family, 
friends and work, while at the 
same time recognizing and 
fulfilling personal wants and 
needs. 

Now that Spring is finally here, 
take time to take a really good 
look at yourself and take note 
of what you need. Actually 
write it down on a piece of 
paper. You may be spending 
so much time caring for the 
needs of others, that you’ve 
lost sight of what is missing in 
your life. Jesus tells us in 
Matthew 11:28, “Come to Me, 
all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” 

Caring for Yourself While 
Caring for Others 
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an Service Book or Lutheran Wor-
ship, please stop by the church to 
pick up a copy of Lutheran Wor-
ship from the library table to use 
in your home. Our volunteer sec-
retaries are there Tuesday (Jane) 

and Thursday (Linda) from 9 A.M. 
to noon. 

As we seek to make our way for-
ward in these very different times, 
please keep your eyes open to the 
unique, precious character of our 

God. His love for you in Jesus 
Christ is without rival, matchless, 
steadfast, enduring and very per-
sonal. He will shelter you! 
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If the rules on “social dis-
tancing” are amended or 
cancelled, Choir practice 

in April will be on 
Wednesdays,  

at 6:00 P.M. Please con-
sider coming out and 

Project Connect Booklets 

Another booklet you can check out. 

First-Class Faith Sharing: Methods and Motivation 

 
As we all know, sharing our faith is a challenge. Consid-

ering the message we possess, however, one wouldn’t 
think it would be. After all, we have the truth that can 
change everything for everyone. God sent His Son to die 
for our sins and by believing in Him as Savior we have 
eternal life in His Name. At face value, telling others about 
this doesn’t seem too complicated. 

But evidently it is. The excuses we give for not sharing 
the Good News are legion. As Christians redeemed by the 
blood of Christ, we have a message that liberates the indi-
vidual—no matter where he or she finds themselves in 
life. And if that’s the case, how can we be so hesitant—so 
negligent—not to pass it along. 

Our faith—response to God’s love should make us avail-
able to others, as we stretch beyond our comfort zones 
and seek people where they are—in the middle of lives 
that need to hear that Jesus has come to set the captive 
free. 

APRIL 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

Blanch Thornhill April 5 

William McCaffrey April 24 

David Sears April 29 

Ruth McCaffrey April 30 

 

Community Helping Place Needs 
 

Community Helping Place has need for the following items: canned corn, canned green beans, 

canned misc. vegetables, canned meat, peanut butter, jelly, pasta, pasta sauce, dry beans, flour, and 

juice. The Food Pantry is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Food 

can be dropped off during those hours. The office is open Monday - Friday from 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 

p.m. and can receive your donation. Just call 706-867-9621, ext. 303. 



Just as the disciples needed rest 
on their journeys with Jesus, we 
also need to refresh ourselves to 
maintain physical and spiritual 
strength. Our schedules are de-
manding. They drain our physical, 
mental, emotional and spiritual 
life. I believe God plans for us to 
include times of rest and relaxa-
tion in our schedules. In Jeremiah 
it says, “I will refresh the weary 
and satisfy the faint.” Our rest 
may consist of a vacation some-
where with time to relax, a 
change of environment, or simply 
a respite right where we are. Any 
time spent with the Lord brings 
renewal and refreshment. 

Here are a few suggestions to 
help you get back in touch with 
yourself. 

• Find an outlet for your feelings 
instead of keeping things 
bottled up inside. Buy a nice 
journal and record your feelings 
and emotions, or find someone 
you can trust that you can talk 
to about your feelings. 

• Schedule daily “me time”, the 
earlier in the day the better be-
fore things get too busy. Spend 
that time talking to the Lord, 
seeking his Word, getting out-
doors or taking a walk. Find 
something that you enjoy and 

find relaxing. 

• Pray and meditate, perhaps on 
a favorite Bible verse, during 
any little breaks you can work 
in during the day. Exercising 
your faith reduces stress from 
the inside out. 

Do you have any other ideas you 
can add to these? Please let me 
know. And if you have any sug-
gestions for topics you’d like to 
see in this newsletter, I’d love to 
hear them. As always, I can be 
reached at 810-599-5188 or 
jlewis3454@gmail.com. 

Judy A. Lewis, MA, LPC, NCC 

A Prayer for God's Help 
 

 Gracious God, these are tough times, and I need You now, more than ever. Things are beyond my 
control, and in fact, they seem like they are out of control. But I come to You, because I know that with 
You, "Nothing is impossible!" Nothing is too hard for you. Your wisdom, also, is unsearchable, beyond my 
understanding, but that means You will know how to help.  
 
 First help me remember, O Lord God, how loving and faithful You are! You used Your power and 
wisdom to bring Your chosen people out of Egypt, through the Red Sea and the wilderness, and into the 
land of Promise. Through Your Son, our Lord Jesus, You healed the sick, fed the hungry, cast out demons, 
taught the disciples, and even raised the dead. Obviously nothing is too difficult for you. You have the 
wisdom and power to help in the way that is best. You are the One I can trust.  
 
 O merciful Lord, hear my voice as I cry to You. Guide our country's leaders to discern the most 
effective way to combat the deadly virus which is confronting our country and the world and has thrown 
us into turmoil. Help us all deal with the fallout from this dread disease. 
 
 Most of all, caring God, cause me to remember that You have given us a faith-strengthening 
promise to drive our anxieties and fears far from our hearts and minds. In the days of old Joshua received 
it as he faced a challenging assignment, "Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." (Joshua 1:9) In the power of Your prom-
ise, he led the people into the land of Canaan. At the end of His earthly ministry, the Lord Jesus helped us 
realize that the promise was for all of us,  "Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." May that 
promise cast out my fear! 
 
 In Jesus' name, lead me forward, gracious God, with courage and confidence, faith and hope, 
knowing that You know the future and You know me. You will get me through what lies ahead to the glo-
ry of Your name. Amen. 
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