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From the Pastor: 
 

Strength for the Storms of Life 
 
The last evening of our vacation in North Wisconsin was dramatic. The wind was howling and the rain driving, 
but on the eastern horizon was a bright, full-colored rainbow such as I had never seen before. It stretched 
from one end of the sky to the other. To top it off, there were two other less sharp but still clear rainbows 
backing it up! The next morning as we traveled south on our way home, on the side of the road we saw tree 
after tree either uprooted or broken off--the obvious side effect of the previous night's storm. It had been 
powerful. 
 
Why do I share this picture with you? I believe it presents an excellent rationale for Christian education, a 
natural topic for us to consider as a new school year begins. How will one know the hope the rainbow conveys, 
if one has not been taught the story of the flood and the promise God gave to Noah after the waters had 
resided? (see Genesis 9:8-17.) Christian education teaches us the steadfast love of the Lord--and can help us 
take heart in the storms of life which challenge us. 
 
I doubt that anyone of us can claim exemption from the buffeting of trials and tribulations. As I reflect on our 
congregation, we have encountered the stress of broken relationships, the sorrow that comes from the death 
of loved ones, the pain attached with illness, the anxiety that accompanies the divisions plaguing our nation. 
How can we weather the winds that batter us? 
 
In his letter to the Colossians, Paul emphasizes how people who confess Jesus Christ as their Lord are "rooted, 
built up in him and established in the faith."  (2:6-7) In Jesus we are so anchored that the hurricanes, 
tornadoes, and winds that beat against us cannot tear us loose from the sure foundation on which we are 
grounded. His resurrection is the sign that He has conquered all the evil that may come our way. 
 
We know and believe this, because "we have been taught" the wisdom of God's Word, which centers in Jesus 
Christ. The Old Testament points forward to Him, and the New Testament reveals Him. All the fullness of God 
dwells in the man Jesus Christ--and in Holy Baptism we have been united with Him, so that we "have been 
filled in Him, who is the head of all rule and authority." (2:9-15) No storm is greater than He. We can be people 
of hope and confidence. 
 
On August 7th a number of us will gather to layout Bible study plans for the coming year. Please read this as 
your invitation to share your suggestions for our study together that will help us "be taught" the riches of 
God's Word, so that we will be "rooted, built up, and established in the faith." In this way, we can help one 
another face the future unafraid, no matter what storms blow our way. 
 
May this encourage each of us to be faithful in our worship and study throughout the year! 
 
         Pastor Michael 

 
 

On Wednesday, August 14 from 1 to 3 P.M. we will meet to work on our strategic long-range plans for our congregation. 
This is your opportunity to have an active hand in the future of our congregation. If you are interested, please plan on 
joining us. 
 

http://www.stpeter-lutheran.org/
mailto:pastor.stpeterlutheran@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/stpeterlcms

