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From the Pastor: 
 

Summer: A Time To Position Ourselves 
for What's Ahead 

 
If my eyes are not deceiving me, I believe the Atlanta Falcons football team has been preparing for the 
upcoming season for some time already. It appears that they want to use the off-season and the pre-season to 
improve their performance this coming year. 
 
I'll admit that I'm not much of a football fan, but it just strikes me that if a sports team is so willing to make 
such strenuous efforts to learn how to play more effectively for gaining a trophy that will soon tarnish and 
fade away, how much more important it should be for us to devote our energies for knowing something that 
has eternal, lasting significance!  
 
Certainly learning the basics of the faith, acquiring skills to share that faith with others, and discovering how 
we can practice our faith in our relationships are worth our best efforts. 
 
As I see it, summer is a great time for a congregation to position itself, so that its life together during the 
coming year--in its study and worship, its witness, fellowship, and service--can help equip us for our life in the 
world. Don't we want the Lord Jesus' wisdom and way to influence us more than what the world is promoting? 
 
Think of how the world's way often opposes and contradicts what we stand for. Rather than having us witness 
openly to the Lord Jesus, it would rather we be silent. It seems to promote getting more than giving; 
controlling rather than serving; using your intelligence to get your own way rather than discerning the Lord's 
way.   
 
During these summer months, let's seek to determine what Bible classes might help us grow in understanding 
the Lord's will for us. How can our worship life strengthen us for our witness and service in the world? How 
can we help one another remain strong when we are struggling with relationships, with health issues, with 
pressures at work, with demands placed upon us? What kind of activities in our congregation will position us 
for our life out in the world? What kind of things should we be thinking of to help our congregation grow and 
mature? Let us work on designing plans for the future, so that we can help one another remain anchored in 
the strength, wisdom, and love of our unchanging God.   
 
For us, once we have come to faith in the Lord Jesus, there is no off-season and no pre-season. Rather the 
time the Lord gives is our opportunity to learn and grow, to put our faith into practice, and to live as people 
who know the Lord and realize what a difference His love does make. Let our planning now help us face the 
future with confidence as God's beloved people! 
 
 
          Pastor Michael 
 
CHP needs the following items: canned vegetables (15 oz. cans), spaghetti sauce, and canned meat (chicken or 
tuna). You can drop items off at the CHP Rock House location or bring them to church and they will be 
delivered for you. Thank you for your assistance. 
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