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June Newsletter 
 

Let Our Ascension Lord's Promise Empower You! 

A challenge confronting most of us since Adam and Eve's fall into sin has been the desire to be "in the know" 

and "to be in control." The devil's seductive voice promised them if they would eat the fruit of the forbidden 

tree, they would be "like God, knowing good and evil." (Gen. 3:5) Once they ate, their eyes "were opened and 

they knew they were naked. " That is a very vulnerable position--and to counter it, we try to control. 

Looking at the Ascension story in Acts 1, the disciples wanted to know, "Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?" It sounds like they were longing for power and control. Even though Jesus did not say it 

this way, "It's none of your business but belongs to the Father alone," His answer suggests that we don't need 

to know the schedule and nor to have the power. He is saying, in effect, "The Father does, and He can handle 

it! 

"The almighty God, who knows and controls all things is named as Father. That's a term of love. That is a 

relational term. The One who knows and controls all things loves you. Don't worry about the schedule, how 

things are going to unfold. The One who can handle it--not you, by the way--cares.  I'm the sign of that. My life 

of service, my dedication to leading you, my death for all--all indicate that you are safe in the Father's strong 

arms. 

"Your job," Jesus continues, "is to witness to me as evidence of the Father's creative, compassionate care for 

you and the whole world. You have a significant role to play: to let everyone in on the secret! 

"And you can do it, for you are going to receive power through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. He is the 

Spirit of power. He'll make you strong! He is the Spirit of love. He'll make you sensitive and caring! You can do 

it, for the Spirit will enable you!" 

We here at St. Peter have embarked on a planning process to help us more fully witness to our Lord Jesus, the 

salvation He has won for us, and the purpose He brings to our lives. We don't have to have all the answers. We 

don't have to seek to be in control. Jesus is the Lord! The Spirit points us to Him. Under His Lordship, we can 

face the future with boldness, faith, and hope. The Spirit works to help us realize that we can move into the 

future unafraid! With the Spirit inspiring us, we can share the good news of the Father's love with our 

community! 

         Pastor Michael 

 

Time and Talent Sunday will be June 2. As part of our endeavor to identify the resources which God has entrusted to us 

for His work in our midst, we will incorporate a brief "time and talent" survey into our service June 2. This will aid us as 

we move forward in our planning process, and help us sense where God might be directing us. 

June 16 Luncheon: Hosted by Pat DeLuca, the Thrivent Financial representative for our area, the luncheon will be his 

way of thanking us for the solid use of Thrivent Action Teams in our congregation and community, and for directing 

Thrivent Choice dollars to the mission God has entrusted to us. In addition, he will bring us up to date on new 

opportunities before us, which can be another component in our planning process.  
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